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'' Whatever withdraws ns from the power of our senses ; what- 
ever x&akes the past, the distant, or the future, predominate oyer 
the present, advances as in the dignity of thinlring beings. Far 
from me and from my friends be snch frigid philosophy, as may 
conduct us, indifferent and unmoved, over any ground which has 
been dignified by wisdom, bravery, or virtue." — Johnson, Jmtmal 
of a Tour to the Hebrides : — ^lona. 

" These are among the natural indications of that hereditary 
bond of brotherhood, which attained its perfect consumma- 
tion in that supernatural advent of the Son of Man, of Whom 
all earthly excellence is typicaL For it is a characteristic of 
the Gospel to give a higher employment to every fetculty of 
the understanding, and a nobler object to every affection of the 
heart." — Wilberforce, On the Incarnation, b. i p. 9, Lond. 1852. 
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PREFACE. 



-♦- 



'PHE first object in view in preparing this " Supple- 
« ment" to the " History of Woodstock Manor and 
its Environs/* was to add some original Letters of the 
Earl of Halifax to Bishop Burnet, which evince the 
interest which was felt at the time by the friends of 
the Earl of Rochester, in the circumstances attending 
his death, and which were placed in the writer's hands 
by the Rev. H. 0. Coxe, the Librarian of the Bodleian, 
as deaerving publication. The same kindness has en- 
abled him also to print a Letter of Sarah Duchess of 
Marlborough, supposed to be hitherto unpublished, 
which was addressed to Bishop Burnet in vindication 
of her conduct, at the time when it was impugned, on 
the cessation of her interest at Court. 

Occasion has been taken to supply some deficiencies 
which were pointed out in. the Reviews with which the 
author was favoured^ or which he himself observed. 
He is also indebted to the Rev. Dr. J. E. Sewell, 
Warden of New College ; to the Rev. Dr. J. Griffiths, 
Warden of Wadham College, Keeper of the Archives 
of the University, for an examination of the will of 
0. Withington; the Rev. G. G. Bradley, Master of 
University College; the Rev. J. Marshall, for the 
Union assessment ; the Rev. F. P. Wickham ; the 
Rev. W. D. Macray ; R. Castle, Esq. ; J. Parker, Esq. ; 
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W. Wing, Esq. ; Mr. A. Faulkner ; Mr. W. H. Turner, 
for information of various kinds ; and B. B. B. Haw- 
kins, Esq., for the impression of the seal of the Cor- 
poration, engraved for the vignette in the title-page, 
and other particulars; to E. H. Marshall, B.A., of 
Oriel College, for a notice of Dr. Blackstone ; to the 
Parish Clerk of Wootton, for the inscriptions on the 
bells ; and to Mr. J. Kose, for the use of the block 
for the wood engraving of the High Lodge ; to all of 
whom he desires to express his obligation. 

These additions are arranged in such a manner as to 
be most easily referrible to the pages of the " History ,'' 
to which they belong. 

An account of the Rectory and Church of Wootton, 
with incidental notices of the parish, is subjoined. 
As the township of Old Woodstock is within the 
parish of Wootton, and the history of the vicinity is 
closely connected with it, the particulars, now added, 
will serve to carry on the purpose with which the 
original work was compiled. 

From this and some other of the subjects which are 
treated it is hoped that the " Supplement " may also 
have an interest of its own, independently of the work 
of which it is intended to form part. 

Manob House, Sandfobd St. Maetin, 
Nov. 19, 1874.. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK, 

TO A.D. 1679. 

J. Geaves' and Db. Mavob's pboposed Histobt. — J. G. Ni- 
chols. — Death op R. Blobt. — Rosamund Cliepobd. — Name. 
— ^Epitaph. — Fbopessob Stubbs' Remabits.— Not dismissed 
ON THE Ejure's Mabbiage.— Etidencb sttmmed tip. — Simon, 
Abbot of St. Albans, at Woodstock in behalf of Becbet. 
— ^Poem on M. Biseth. — Ministebs' Accounts. — ^Rolls op 
thb Hundbeds. — Impositions by the Ejng*s Wobkmen. — 
Epitaph on Black Pbince. — Sib H. Lee. — ^Ladt A. Stuabt. 

— DiSTUBBANCES AT THE MaNOB. — ^VALUATION OF THE ES- 
TATES OF THE LATE KlNG. — KeEN*S ATTEMPT TO BE-CAST 

Gbeat Tom of Oxfobd. 

npHE following "Supplement" to the "History of 
"^ Woodstock Manor and its Environs" will, it is 
hoped^ lend some additional force to the claims which 
this locality has to general notice, as so intimately 
connected with the history of England for many cen- 
turies, the Manor haying been for so long a regal seat, 
and at last only transferred, as a monument of royal 
and national gratitude. Nor is it less worthy of con- 
sideration that these additions may tend to increase 
the respect which those who are residents in the vi- 
cinity must feel for a neighbourhood so rich in the 
memories and associations of the past. The first point 
of interest to be noticed is, that the " History" is not 
the only attempt which has been made to illustrate so 
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important a district. It has been pointed out by 
a writer* in the "Academy," that some time since, 
perhaps about i&vriy years, there appeared an adver- 
tisement of a similar work, which contained the fol- 
lowing announcement : — 

"Preparing for immediate publication, the History and 
Antiquities of the Town and Honour of Woodstock, in the 
County of Oxford ; by J. Graves ; including Biographical 
Anecdotes of Eminent and lUustrious Individuals." 

The notice bore the name of the well-known pub- 
lishers, Messrs. Nichols and Son, of Parliament-streets 
and contained some just observations upon the want of 
such a work, and the completeness with which it was 
proposed that this should be supplied. But no pub- 
lication resulted from it. Dr. Mavor also stated in his 
'^Description of Blenheim," p. 124, that he had for 



■ The Rev. W. D. Maoray, in a review of the History of Woodstock 
in the Academy, in Jan., 1874, p. 25. The writer is indebted to 
him for a copy of the "Advertisement," from which the lines in 
the text are extracted. 

i> The name of one of this firm, John Gongh Nichols, Esq., F.S.A.J 
occurs in the **List of Subscribers" to the History of Woodstock. 
Mr. Nichols has since died, in his sixty-seventh year. He was a fre- 
quent writer on antiquarian subjects, and edited the Gentleman'' s 
Magazine for many years, the Collectanea Topographical and the 
Topographer and Genealogist, In 1862 he commenced the Herald 
and Genealogist^ which is still in course of publication. He was one 
of the founders of the Camden Society, and edited several volumes 
of the series published by it. In addition to numerous papers in 
antiquarian journals, he published several separate works. Mention 
is made of a communication from him in the History of Woodstock, 
p. 62, n. See also Proceedings of Soc. of Ant,, vol. vi. p. 193. 
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several years been making collections for a " History 
of Woodstock," the appearance of which would depend 
on health and other circumstances. This intention, 
again, was not carried into effect. 

The additions which follow need severally but little 
preface, as the titles prefixed in each case shew the 
connection with the original work. 

Robert Bloet, Bishop of Lincoln. 

It was stated in the " History *'," that there was not 
a common consent among the authorities as to the 
cause and manner of the death of the Bishop of Lin- 
coln, which occurred under the remarkable circum- 
stances which are mentioned, in Woodstock Park, in 
A.D. 1128. But Henry of Huntingdon*, it may be 
added, raises no question ; and when so nearly con- 
temporary a writer expresses himself without doubt, 
there does not appear any reason for disputing the 
fact of its occurrence, as was described. It is noticed 
by him as follows : — 

"After a few days, at Wodestoc, where the king had 
formed an assemblage of men and beasts, while the bishop 
was talking with the king and the Bishop of Salisbury, 
both of high authority in the reahn, he was struck with 
apoplexy, and alive, but speechless, was carried home to 
his lodging, where he expired in the presence of the king." 

« Hist, of Woodstock, p. 26. 

^ Henr., Arch. Hnnt., *'£pist. de mnndi contemptn," ap. H. 
Wharton, Anglia Sacra, vol. ii. p. 696, London, 1691. The writer 
is indebted to J. Parker, Esq., for directing his attention to this 
notice. 
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Rosamund Clifford. 

A few remarks may be inserted in- addition to the 
statements in the " History of Woodstock ®/' 

It may be observed, in opposition: to the opinion of 
Carte' and others, that Henry dismissed Rosamund 
upon his marriage with Eleanor, that this supposition 
is at variance with the verdict of the jury, as contained 
in the Rolls of the Hundreds ^, which is to the effect 
that the king, as he is styled, resided with his court 
at the Manor-house while Rosamund was with him, 
and caused a great influx of visitors who were in at- 
tendance. For Henry was married on May 1, 1152, 
and did not become king until more than two years 
and a-half had elapsed, on December 19, 1154. 

In reference to the punning allusion to the name of 
Rosamund, attention has been directed^ to the circum- 
stance that there is contemporary authority for such 
an use in. this instance. Giraldus Cambrensis ^ speaks 
of her as, '' Non mundi quidam rosa juxta falsam et 
frivolam nominis impositionem, sed immunda verius 
rosa vocata.^' The allusion here is not indeed the 
same with that in the epitaph throughout, but so far 
as it coincides, it may be reconciled with the suggestion 
which was made as to the earlier origin of the lines. 

It was observed at the same time that it had been. 

« HUU ofWoodst,, pp. 48 — 68. ' IZ>., p. 64, note y. f Ib,^ p. 67. 
^ Bev. W. D. Macray, in a review in the Academy, p. 26, 1874. 
* De Instructione Principumy dist. ii. o. 4, p. 22, (of. p. 91,) Lond. 
1846 ; for Hist. Soc. 
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supposed that the king himself placed the epitaph 
xipon the tomb. For in the exposition of the Ten 
Commandments, known as "Dives et Pauper/' there 
occurs ^ this observation : — 

"Then the kynge dyd shette ayen the grave, and dyd 
write these two verses upon the grave.'' 

This treatise has been supposed to have been written ^ 
by Henry Parker, a Carmelite of Doncaster, in the 
time of £ing Edward lY. ; but it cannot be considered 
entitled to rank as an historical authority, the inci- 
dent, as narrated, being probably inserted as a com- 
mon opinion, for the purpose of illustration. 

The passage from Giraldus is noticed by Mr. Stubbs ^ 
for a purpose of greater historical interest with one 
from Balph Niger", also a contemporary authority, 
who mentions the imprisonment of Eleanor. Mr. Stubbs 
shews that, as Henry continued his relations with £,0- 
samund after the imprisonment of the queen, who was 
kept in confinement to prevent her interference with 
his habits, it " settles the traditionary statement, that 
she was put out of the way by Eleanor." These 
passages are also available in support of the afBrma- 
tion of the Woodstock jury, that the king and Eosa- 

^ yi. Com.4 ch. 14, f. 218 yers., Lond., Berthelet, 1536. 

^ See Lowndes' Bibliogr. Man,, p. 652, Lond., Bohn, 1864. 

^ Ben. Abbas, De Vit, et gest. Hen. II, et Bic, I., toI. ii., pref., 
p. xxx\.f note, Lond. 1867., Bolls' Sen. 

^ **Beginam nt liberins stnpris vacaret, pro qua crebro Satyrion 
aooepit, in domo carceris inolusit.'^ — ^Bad. Niger, Chronica, p. 168, 
Lond., for Caxton Soc, 1844. 
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mund, with a numeroas retinue, visited the Manor- 
house, Henry having been married before he succeeded 
to the throne, and so may be adduced in opposition 
to the opinion that Bosamund was dismissed upon the 
king's marriage. 

In conclusion, the value of the statements respecting 
the king's relations with Rosamund and her own his- 
tory may be thus summed up. There is contemporary 
evidence that Henry's connection with her was con- 
tinued after his marriage, and that the king's habits 
were observed and discountenanced by the queen, who 
shewed her displeasure in such a manner that she was 
imprisoned to prevent her interference with the king, 
after which he became less guarded in his conduct. 
There is further evidence of a later date, but made on 
the oath of those best qualified to know the facts of the 
case, that the visits of the king with Rosamund and 
the Court at Woodstock Manor were notorious, and 
that there was so large a number of attendants on 
these occasions, that it was necessary that a fresh part 
of the vill should be occupied with houses for their 
reception. 

The earliest authorities are agreed as to the fact 
that Rosamund's tomb was noticed with displeasure 
by St. Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, when he visited God- 
stow. But it does not appear from these whether she 
became an inmate of the nunnery, during her lifetime, 
as a penitent. But that she did so may be argued as 
probable, from the manner in which her remains were 
treated by interment within the choir; as, on the 
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other hand^ it may be supposed that such was not the 
case from the circumstance that they were removed 
by St. Hugh. 

Thomas a Becket and Simon, Abbot of St. Albans. 

♦ 

The incidents connected with the rupture between 
Thomas k Becket and the king, which led to the 
visits of the archbishop to Woodstock, have been no- 
ticed in the " History of Woodstock °." But there is 
one addition which should be made, not so much in re- 
lation to Becket himself as to his friend Simon p. Abbot 
of St. Albans, who went to Woodstock' to seek an in- 
terview with the king in his behalf. Matthew Paris 
has described this at some length in his " Lives of 
the Abbots of St. Albans^," and more briefly in his 
" Greater History ^." 

Near the close of the year 1170, the archbishop was 
at his manor of Harwes, about seven miles from the 
Abbey of St. Albans, keeping festival, with no sign of 
disturbance on his countenance, noble athlete as he 
was. Simon sent him a present of meat and drink, 
and at his request travelled to Woodstock to intercede 
for him with the young king Henry, the eldest son 
of Henry II., who had been associated with his father 

® See pp. 69—61. 

p Simon is spoken of as, ** Yir yitae yenerabilis, et bene literatos, 
Scriptnrarom et librorum amator speoialis." — Mat. Par., Vit, triginta 
trium Abb, S. Alb, p. 90, 1. 51, Lond. 1639, ad oalc. Mat. Par., Hist. 
Maj., Lond. 1640. '^ Vitae, u. s., p. 91. 

' JSist. Mqj,, U. 8., p. 123. 
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in the kingdom^ and who was at the Manor-house at 
that time. The abbot attempted in vain to mollify 
the feeling which existed against the archbishop, 
though his talents and disposition were such as to 
render him well fitted ,for the office which he had 
undertaken. While he was at Woodstock, his brother 
supplied his place in visiting Becket daily, and furnish- 
ing him with all that he required. Simon returned 
from Woodstock, where he found nothing but pride 
and anger, without efiecting the purpose for which 
he went. The archbishop thanked him heartily, and 
entreated that he would be his companion to Canter- 
bury, whither he was about to proceed, to comfort him 
in his affliction. But Simon declined to do this, as he 
had to be with his church at the approaching festival 
of Christmas. 

This occurred just before the murder of the arch- 
bishop, on Tuesday, December 29, a.d. 1170. 

Mabgaret Biseth. 

The presence of mind by which Margaret Biseth" 
saved the life of King Henry III. from the violence 
of a maniac at Woodstock, in a.d. 1238, has been con- 
sidered of sufficient interest to be made the subject of 
verse. " Margaret Bisset ^' is the title of one of the 

F 

pieces in Archdeacon Churton's "Lays of Faith and 
Loyalty,*' * in which he thus sings her praise : — 

• Hist, of Woodst., pp. 74, 5. * p. 117, Cambn and Lond, 1845. 
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" But where that lonely lamp was bright, 

A maiden fair kept watch by night, 

A maiden gentle, fair, and young, 

Who sweetly sang her compline-song ; 

Before her, on a polished stand. 

Her psalter-book, her harp in hand. 
• • • • 

" When next with ruddy morning glowed 

The hawthorn banks of Evenlode, 

"What praise was heard from every tongue, 

Of that brave maiden fair and young. 

Who stayed the wild assassin's knife. 

And saved a monarch's sacred life ! " 

Matthew Paris relates ^ that she founded a religious 
house^ the name of which is not mentioned^ at her own 
expense^ and died in 1242. 

Ministers' Accounts, Woodstock, a.d. 1256 — 1553. 

In the accounts of the Public Becord Office, known 
as Ministers' Accounts, relating to Woodstock, there 
are several besides those mentioned in the '^History 
of Woodstock," which seem worthy of more particular 
notice : — 

"Bundle 489—1 : Edward III., 8, 9, a.d. 1335-6; Com- 
potus'of William de Montacute ^. 

"489—12: Edward III., 23— 49 ; a.d. 1349—76; Com- 
potus and Will of Eoger de Elmerugge, predecessor of Philip 
la Vache y. 

" 490-9 : Henry IV., 7, 8, a.d. 1406-7 ; four rolls of the- 
accounts of Works under Thomas Chaucer K 

"^ Hist. Maj., ad an. 1242, p. 586, Lend. 1640. 

« History of Woodstock, p. 99. r Ibid,, pp. 104—13. 

> Ibid., p. 110. The witer is indebted to Mr. Selby, of the Publio 
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"490—14 : Henry VI., 15-7, a.d. 1437-^ ; John Golder, 
servant of the king, receives orders by word of mouth from - 
the king at his camp at Leicester, to repair the Manor-house, 
which had come to the king by the death of his grandmother 
Joanna*. 

"490—18: Henry VL, 19— 21, a.d. 1441—3; Compotus 
of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester^, to whom the king 
granted by letters patent of July I7th, in the fifteenth year 
of his reign, 1437, enrolled in the " Origiualia," an. 15, 
rot. 22, T. R., his Manor of Woodstock, Hanbrug, Wotton 
and Stonefield, to hold by the king's writ of Privy Seal, 
dated February the 10th, in the 21st year of his reign." 

The Duke of Gloucester died in 1447, and was most 
probably succeeded in his tenancy of the Manor, after 
an interval of a few years, by Lord Sudely, for this 
bundle contains a writ, directing the Barons of the 
Exchequer to account with £>aul^ Lord Sudely, to 
whom the king had granted the Manor for his Ufe^ 
dated 35 Henry VI., 1457. At the end is an extract 
from the " Originalia," of 31st year, 1453, relating to 
the same grant : — 

■ " 490 — 26—51 ; accounts relating to George Nevill, Arch- 
bishop of York, to whom, by the name of George, Bishop of 
Exeter, the king by letters patent, dated May 6th, 4th of 
Edward lY., a.d. 1465, granted Woodstock park, probably in 
renewal of the grant which had been made by Henry YI.<^" 

Beoord Office, for the information, that on an examination of these 
Bolls, there was no discoyery of anything relating to the poet 
Chancer. • History of Woodstock, p. 127. 

*» His tenancy of Woodstock is only mentioned in the ** Notes" to 
the History of Woodstock^ pp. 441, 2. <= History of Wood- 

stockt p. 131. 
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ft 

Bolls of thb Hundreds. 

The following notices, which are translated from tho 
Holls of the Hundreds ^ will shew to what peculation 
and loss the revenues of the Crown derived from Wood- 
stock were liable : — 

'' Of the suits, ancient customs, services, and other things, 
subtracted from the king and his ancestors, and who sub- 
tracted them-®. 

'^ They say that the king has, and has been accustomed to 
have, in the vill of "Woodstock the assize of bread and beer, 
but that John le Turner, burgess of "Wodestok, in manner 
unaccustomed, did not allow the tasters of the same vill, nor 
the bailiffs of the king, to have ingress into his house to per- 
form and execute their office, as they have been accustomed 
of old time, for that the same John holds a certain tenement 
of the Templars ^, and calls them to warrant him." 

A.D. 1255. Of the rights and liberties and other 
things of the king, in Haneberg, Bladon, Cumbe, Stun- 
tefeld and Wotton » :— 

*' They say with one voice that the wall of the park is not 
built as it ought to be, and that lime from the kilns was not 
used for the wall as it ought to have been . . . that part of the 
lime was used for the wall, but that it immediately fell off, 
and that another part of the lime was carted to the Manor- 



* Bott. Hundr^ voL ii. p. 37, sqq. • I6td., p. 87. 

< See Chapter HI. of Hist of Woodstock for the Knights Templars 
at Woodstock. The Statute 13 Edw. L, o. 43, was passed to restrain 
the '* keepers of their privileges." 

V Bott. Hundr,f a.8., p. 38. 
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house for the works, as they suppose, and that all the lime 
used for the wall did not profit the king one halfpenny. 

** They say also, that a bay of the preserve was let for 
repair, by the adyice of Peter de Leya, for 22 marks ; and 
that it might haye been repaired for 10 marks ; but that 
Peter did this for one mark, which the carpenters gave him. 

" They say also, that they gave for each perch of the wall 
to be buUt 4 shillings at the first, and afterwards 3 shillings ; 
and that the work was badly done, and that each perch 
might have been better built for 2 shillings and 6 pence/' 



Epitaph of Epward the Black Pmnce. 

The inscription on the tomb of Edward the Black 
Prince, in Canterbury Cathedral, was noticed'^, and 
diflferent versions of a portion of it were inserted. The 
following is added as a more authentic copy of the 
lines, being taken from an " Extract from the Will of 
the Black Prince, from the Register of Archbishop 
Sudbury, in Lambeth Registry^:" — 

* 

" Et volons qe sur notre tombe en lieu ou len le purra plus 
clerement lire en veoir soit escript ce qe ensuit en la manere 
qe sera mielz aviz h noz executors : 

" * Tiel come tu es, je au ciel*^ fa. 
Ta seras tiel come je bus.' ** 



^ Hist, of Woodstock, p. 98. 

» fol. 90^, 91»'»», in A. P. Stanley's Hist. Mem. of Canterh., ed. 6, 
p.168, Lond. 1868. 

^ "Thus in the MS. — On the tomb the reading here is *autiel,* 
doubtless the word intended. ' Autiel ; pareil, de mSme,' Roquefort." 
— ^Note, ibid. 
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« 
Sir HeniIy Lei^. 

It lias been shewn ^ that Sir Henry tee occupied 
a prominent position in the history of Woodstock 
during the time that he held his appointment under 
tlie Crown, and that his conduct in certain particulars 
was not altogether free from suspicion ™. It did not, 
however, occur to notice the circumstances attending 
liis appointment to the office, nor the interest which 
was exerted in his behalf. But it has since been dis- 
covered that he did not enter upon it without some 
pressure4>eing exercised on his immediate predecessor 
to induce him to make way for him. It was observed 
some years after the death of Sir H. Lee, but while the 
recollection of his life would be still fresh, in criticis- 
ing the conduct of the Earl of Leicester " : — 

" What should I speak of his other actions, whereof there 
would be no end? as with his dealing . . . with George 
Witney in the behalf of Sir Henry Leigh, for enforcing him 
to forego the comptrollership of Woodstock, which he held 
by patent from King Henry the Seventh/' 

The Lady Ara^bella Stuart. 

The Lady Arabella Stuart, as was stated ° in the 
" History of Woodstock,'* was committed to the cus- 
tody of Sir Henry Brouncker, on March 9, 1603, but 



1 Hist, of Woodstock, pp. 160, sqq. » Ibid,^ pp. 160, 1. 

» " Leicester's Commonwealth fuUy Epitomised," &o. (printed 1649, 
4to., p. 16) ; Harleian Miscellany, Yol. iy. p. 476, Lond,*1809» 
° Hist, of Woodstock, p. 170. 
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in consequence of the death of the queen on the 24tli 
of the same months does not appear to have been taken^ 
as was intended, to the Manor-house. It is in accord- 
ance with this, that Sir H. Brouncker on the next day- 
wrote, as follows, respecting the difficulty in which lie 
was placed, to Sir Robert Cecil ?: — 

"1603, Jf«rcA25, 

" Sir H. Brouncker to Secretary Sir Robert Cecil. 

"And besides I know not whether after her Majesties 
decease, I may retayne the Lady Arabella without a war- 
rante under the great scale of Englande ; whereof I desire 
to be resolved, least affecting the reputation of faithftil- 
ness, I incurr the opinion of indiscretion and cumme into 
daunger." 

The Disturbances at Woodstock Manor, in 1649. 

It having been pointed out^ that a more detailed 
account of the disturbances at (he Manor-house on the 
visit of the Parliamentary Commissioners in 1649, 
ought to have been inserted in the " History of Wood- 
stock,*' in which they are only briefly mentioned ' ; the 
following narrative, extracted from Dr. Plot's " Natu- 
ral History of Oxfordshire ",'* who appears to have 
taken it from the description by T. Widdows *, is added. 

p From Cecil Papers, vol. xoii. § 73, (Hatfield) ; in S. Edwards, 
Life and Letters of Baleigh^ yoL ii. p. 435^ Lond. 1868. 

4 In the Academy y p. 25, 1874 ; and the Saturday Review, p. 126, 
1874. ' Hist, of Woodstock, pp. 203-6. 

• Ch. viii. p. 210, Oxon. 1706. 

* It may be added to the acoonnt of T. Widdows, in the notices of 
the " Bectors of Bladon and Ministers of Woodstock," (Hist, of Wood- 
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Dr. Plot observes : — 

"Amongst such nnacconntable things as these [above 
mentioned] we may reckon the strange passages that hap- 
pened at "Woodstock in 1649, in the Manor-house there, 
when the Commissioners for^ surveying the Manor-house, 
park, deer, woods, and other the demesnes belonging to that 
Manor, sat and lodged there ; whereof having several rela- 
tions put into my hands, and one of them written by a 
learned and faithfal person, then living upon the place, 
which being confirmed to me by several eye-witnesses of 
many of the particulars, and all of them by one of the Com- 
missioners themselves I was prevailed upon at last to 

make this relation public .... 

" October the 13th 1649, the Commissioners with their 
servants being come to the Manor-house, they took up their 
lodging in the king's own rooms, the bedchamber and with- 
drawing-room ; the former whereof they made their kitchen ; 
the council-hall their brewhouse ; the chamber of presence 
their place of sitting to dispatch business ; and a wood-house 
of the dining-room, where they laid the wood of that ancient 
standard in the high park, known of all by the name of the 
'King's Oak,' which, that nothiDg might remain that had 
the name of king attached to it, they plucked up by the roots. 
October the 14th and 15th they had little disturbance, but 
on the 16th there came, as they thought, somewhat into the 
bedchamber where two of the Commissioners and their ser- 



stock, pp.297, 8,) that Wood thinks that he was brother to Giles, 
{Ath. Ox<m.y ii. 118,) " a noted preacher," who was Fellow of Oriel 
College, Principal of Gloncester HtJl, and Bector of Carfax, Oxford, 
in the chancel of which church he was buried, ** haying been before 
much Talned and beloved, and his high and loyal sermons frequented 
by the royal party and soldiers of the garrison of Oxford, to the poorer 
sort of whom he was always beneficial." IMd., col. 44. 
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vantB lay, in the shape of a dog, which going under their 
beds, did, as it were, gnaw the bed-cords 

" October 17th, soniething to their thinking removed all 
the wood of the 'King's Oak' out of the dining-room into 
the presence-chamber, and hurled the chairs and stools up and 
down the room ; from whence it came into the two chambers 
where the Commissioners and their servants lay, and hoisted 
up their bed's-feet so much higher than their heads, that 
they thought they should have been turned over and over, 
and then let them fall down with such a force that their 
bodies rebounded from the bed a good distance, and then 
shook their bedsteds so violently, that themselves confest 
their bodies were sore with it. October 18. Something came 
into the bedchamber and walkt up and down, and fetching 
the warming-pan out of the withdrawing-room made so much 
a noise, that they thought five bells could not have made 
more. And October 19. Trenchers were thrown up and 

down the dining-room, and at them that lodged there 

October 20. The curtains of the bed in the withdrawing-room 
were drawn to and fro . . . and eight great pewter dishes and 
three dbzen of trenchers thrown about the bedchamber. . . . 

" October 21. The keeper of their Ordnary, and his bitch, 
lay in one of the rooms with them, which night they were 
not disturbed at all. But October 22 ... . both they and 
the bitch were in a pitiful taking. . . . October 23. They 
had all their clothes pluckt off them in ttB withdrawing- 
room, and the bricks fell out of the chimney into the room ; 
and the 24th [there was a repetition of the noises and 
throwing of trenchers], October 25. The curtain* of the 
bed in the withdrawing-room were drawn to and fro, and the 
bedsted shaken as before, and in the bedchamber glass flew 
thick about, and yet not a pane of the chamber window 
broken. . . v October 29. Something walked in the withdraw- 
ing-room about an hour, and going to the window, opened 
and shut it ; then going into the bedchamber, it threw great 
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stones for about half-an-hour's time . . • during these noises, 
as great as though forty pieces of ordnance had been shot off 
together . . . they were struck with great horror. . . 

"November 1. [There was a repetition of the walking, and 
throwing stones and glass]. November 2. Game something 
into the withdrawing-room treading, as they conceived, much 
like a bear. . . . This night they set candles all about the 
rooms, and made fires up to the mantle trees of the chimneys, 
but all were put put, nobody knew how ; the fire and billet 
that made it, being thrown about the room . . . and upon the 
servants in the truckle-bed. . . . then came a whole coule ^, as 
it were, of stinking ditch-water down upon them, so green 
that it made their shirts and sheets of that colour too. The 
same night the windows were all broke by throwing stones. 
. . . [Upon a solemn adjuration, to which no answer was re- 
turned, the noise ceased for a time. But] at length it came 
again, and as all of them said, brought seven devils worse 
than itself. Whereupon one of them lighted a candle again, 
and set it between the two chambers in the doorway, on 
which another of them fixing his eyes, saw the similarity of 
a hoof striking the candle and candlestick into the middle of 
the bedchamber, and afterwards making three scratches on 
the snuff to put it out. Upon this the same person was so 
bold as to draw his sword, but he had scarce got it out, but 
there was another invisible hand had hold of it too, and 
tugged with him for it, and prevailing, struck him so violently 
with the pommel, that he was stunned with the blow. Then 
began grievous noises again. . . . 

■ "A cowl, a tub, — ^Eflsex." — J. Bay's Collection of English Words, 
p. 94, Lend. 1691. ** Conl, a tub or vessel with two ears, — ^O. Cowl, 
an Essex word for a tub."— Bailey's Diet, Lend. 1766. " Cowl-staff, 
a staff for oarrying a tab that has two ears . . . Cowl itself is from 
Fr. cuveau (cuvel), cave, Lat. cupa. Mid. Lat. cupella, G. Kilbel, 
a tnb." — H. Wedgwood, Diet, of Engl Etym,, Lond. 1872. 

C 
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*' After this, November 3, they removed their lodgings 
over the gate; and next day being Sunday went to Ewelme, 
where how they escaped, the author of the 'Relations* knew 
not; but returning on. Monday, the devil, for that was the 
name they gave their nightly guest, left them not unvisited ; 
nor on the Tuesday following, which was the last day they 
staid : where ends the history, for so he was styled by the 
people, of the 'just devil of Woodstock,' the Commissioners 
and all their dependents going quite away on Wednesday." 

There is a narrative almost identical with this in 
G. Sinclair's " Satan's Invisible World Discovered ^." 



Valuation of the Estates of the late Kino. 

Besides the valuations of the estate in Woodstock 
belonging to the Crown which are noticed in the 
" History,'* there is another particular y of the an- 
nual value of the Manor, from which it appears that 
it was worth yearly £754 10s. 7d., with two hens 
and two quarters of barley, subject to " a payment 
of J640 yearly to Blunt Whitton, controller, by the 
Act for removing obstructions/' 

On this valuation it was contracted for by Griffith 
Lloyd, Stephen White, and Richard Ashby, at eighteen 
years' purchase, the purchase - money amounting to 
£1,724 19s. 9d., on February 25, 1651. The date of this 
transaction, as given in the "History of Woodstock *," 
is " 1650," but this feeing^ according to the old style. 



» P. 20, Eding. 1802. It was published in 1685. ^ King Charles' 
Honors, <&o., zz. 23 ; in the Public Becord Office. « P. 208. 
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sliould be altered to 1651, to correspond with the pre- 
sent mode of reckoning. As the sum is taken from 
an authentic source, it has a further interest in illus- 
trating the history of the price of land in^ England. 

The Keens. 

The reputation of the Keens, as bell-founders, 
at Woodstock, existed, it was stated % for at least 
the space of sixty years. But however skilful they 
proved, on one occasion they failed to execute success- 
fully an important work which was placed in their 
Lands. When Dr. John Fell ^ who was Dean of Christ 
Church, and Bishop of Oxford, the same whose bene- 
faction procured the parsonage at Woodstock, com- 
pleted the work at that house, and built the new tower, 
he caused the bell. Great Tom, to be re-cast. It was 
entrusted to the hands of one of this family, but it 
was more than he could accomplish. For the ac- 
count is ^ : — 

" On refounding it this last time, one Keen, of Wood- 
stock, cast it twice. But he miscarrying, one Hodson, 
a Londoner, undertook it, and made it as at present.'' 

• Hist, of Woodstock, pp. 184, 6. •» IMcL, p. 286. 

« B. Willis, Survey of Cathedrals, Cathedral of Oxf., p. 408, Lend. 
1727—30. The beU has the date, 1680. 



CHAPTEE II. 

SUPPLEMENTARY TO HISTORY OP THE EARL « 
OP ROCHESTER, (a.d. 1679—80). 

Change in Rosamund, Speakee Lenthall, and Eael op 
Rochester. — Impoetancb attached to his Conteksion. — 

CONTEMPORAET EVIDENCE. PeOOEESS. BiSHOP BuENET's 

Visit. — Eael of Rochestee goes to Woodstock. — At the 
High Lodge. — R. Paesons. — De. Maeshall. — Declaeation 
OF THE Eael of Rochestee. — Lettee of Bishop Buenet. — 
Answer. — ^Eiest Lettee of Eael of Halifax. — Bishop 
Btjenet's Aebival. — Death I OF Eael of Rochestee. — 
Second and Third Letters of Eael of Halifax, — Ad- 
veetisement to Euneeal Sermon bt R. Parsons. — Unatj- 
THOEisED Publication of Eael op Rochestee's Woeks. — 
Exteacts feom Euneeal Seemon. — Fourth Lettee op 
Eael of Halifax. — Bishop Buenet's Naeeative. — ^Dis- 

PLEASUEE of THE KiNG. EaEL OF HALIFAX EFFECTS A RE- 
CONCILIATION. 

TN the great variety of characters which the history^ 
■^ of Woodstock brings into notice, there are three 
remarkable instances of persons who, at a late period 
of their lives, are said to have undergone an entire 
change of feeling and disposition, — Rosamund Clif- 
ford % the Speaker Lenthall^, and the Earl of Roches- 
ter^. The last of these has obtained an unusual pro- 

* Hist 9f Woodstock, pp. 49—68. ^ Ibid, , pp. 430—433. 

« Ibid., pp. 236—9. 
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minence in religious biographies from the narrative of 
Bp. Burnet, who has preserved the history of the con- 
version of the Earl of Rochester in a work written at 
the request of the earl himself. It was his most earn- 
est wish that there should be no attempt made to con- 
ceal any of the particulars attending his death, but 
that they should be fully made known, that, if pos- 
sible, they might be of benefit to those whom his pre- 
vious life had injured. The title of this narrative, 
which was published in 1680, is : — 

''Some Passages of the Life and Death of the Eight Hon. 
John, Earl of Rochester, who died the 26th of July, 1680 ; 
written by his own direction on his death-bed by Gilbert 
Burnet, B.I)., now Lord Bishop of Sarum •*." 

It has passed through many editions, and is one of the 
most interesting records of its kind. It has, no doubt, 
largely contributed to perpetuate the example of con- 
version set by the Earl of Rochester. But the interest 
which has so long attached to it did not arise from the 
narrative, but was contemporaneous with the scenes 
which it describes, ^o sooner was Lord Rochester's 
great change made known, than it excited the atten- 
tion of those who, like himself, were attendants at the 
court of Charles the Second, in which the licence which 
had foUoweiJ upon the Restoration was at its height. 
One who was of the same rank, and was equally re- 
cognised as one of the wits of the age, the Earl of 

d From the edition, Lond. 1693. 
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Halifax®, was in correspondence with Bp. Burnet at 
the time of the earFs sickness, and was deeply in- 
terested in his condition. His letters on this occa- 
sion are preserved in the Bodleian Library, and are 
hitherto unpublished. These have become known to 
the writer by favour of the Librarian, the Eev. Henry 
0. Coxe, but only since the publication of the " His- 
tory," in the "Supplement" to which they are now 
inserted. These should be read with Bp. Burnet's 
narrative and Mr. Parsons' Funeral Sermon on the 
Earl, upon which they throw light, as they receive 
illustration from both. The three sources of informa- 
tion are here placed in relation with each other. 

The Earl of Rochester ^ first expressed ^ a desire to 
see Bp, Burnet during recovery from serious illness in 
October, 1679, after which " he had a long and free 
conversation with him for some months^" upon va- 
rious questions of morality and revealed religion, by 



^ Sir George Sayille, Bart., was created Baron SaYille of Eland 
and Yisoonnt Halifax, both in the connty of York, on January 13, 
1668; Earl of Halifax on July 16, 1679; Marqness of Halifax on 
Angnst 17, 1682. He " died suddenly at London, April 7, 1696, the 
day his daughter was married to the Earl of Nottingham's son at 
Burleigh." — ^Evelyn's Diary ^ vol. ii. p. 336, Lond. 1860. He was 
succeeded by his son William Saville, who died in 1700, when all 
the titles became extinct. — Oourthope's RUt. Peer., p. 233, -Lond. 
1867. 

' The interest of the Earl of Bochester in Woodstock, with some 
particulars of his family, is stated in the HisU of Woodstock, u. s. 

ti Some Passages, u. s., pref., sign. a. 4 rect., ed. 1693. 

^ Ibid,, p. 30. 



Hm H1^ Lodn, BUnhaliii Put. 
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which he was so far conyinced that as the narrative 
states, he — 

"Therefore^ firmly resolved to change the whole method 
of his life, to hecome stnctly just and true, to he chaste and 
temperate, to forhear swearing and irreligious discourse, to 
worship and pray to his Maker ; and that, though he was 
not arrived at a full persuasion of Christianity, he would 
never employ his wit more to run it down, or corrupt others.** 

In this state of mind the earl left London for the 
country, and the mode of travelling for an invalid 
through a long journey, which is subsequently men- 
tioned, will not fail to be noticed. Bishop Burnet^ 
remarks : — 

''At this pass he was when he went from London ahout 
the beginning of April, 1680. He had not been long in the 
country [at the Ranger's Lodge in Woodstock Park ^], when 
he thought he was so well, that being to go to his estate in 
Somersetshire, he rode thither post. This heat and violent 
motion did so infiame an ulcer that was in his bladder, that 
it raised a very great pain in those parts ; yet he with much 
difficulty came back by coach to the Lodge at Woodstock 
Park. He was then wounded both in body and mind." 

The ulcer broke, and was attended with severe pain, 
and the earl " concluded he could hardly recover.^ 
But now, Bp. Burnet writes™ : — 



* Some Passages J p. 125. ^ Ibid., p. 127, 

^ The Bitnation of the High Lodge may be seen in jbhe plan of 
Blenheim Park which is inserted in Woodstock Manor, and is more 
distinctly to be observed i^ the older plan which is added in this 
** Supplement.'' " Spme P^assages, p. 12$. 



}> 
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"The hand of God touched him. ... He told me, and 
gave it me in charge to tell it to one for whom he was much 
concerned, that though there was nothing to come after this 
life, yet all the pleasures he had ever known in sin were not 
worth that torture he had felt in his mind.'* In this agony 
" he then set himself wholly to turn to God unfeignedly, and 
to do all that was possible in that little remainder of his 
life which was before him, to redeem those great portions 
of it that he had formerly so ill employed." 

At this time Robert Parsons, his mother's chaplain, 
who paid his first visit on May 26°, the Bishop of 
Oxford, Dr. John Pell^ and Dr. Marshall, Rector of 
Lincoln College, and also Rector of Bladon®, were 
constantly in attendance upon the earl^ and took 
every care p — 

"that he might not, on the one hand^ satisfy himself with 
too superficial a repentance, nor, on the other hand, be out 
of measure oppressed with a sorrow without hope." 

On June 17, the earl declared and signed a solemn 
recantation of his past life, and protestation of his 
change of mind % 

On hearing of the illness of the Earl of Rochester, 
Dr. Burnet had written a letter to him,: " to the best 
purpose that he could ',*' which was very well received. 

On June 25, the earl dictated an answer to Bp. 
Burnet, which is inserted in his narrative *. This con- 



" Sermon^ p. 132 ; see tTi/r., p. 32, sqq. ° See RiBt. of Wood- 

stock, pp. 303-6. P Some Passages, n. s., p. 130. •» Sermon, 

n, s., p. 131. ' Som>e Passages, u. s., p. 132. 

• Ibid., p. 163 ; Hist, of Woodstock, p. 237. It was also published 
separately : — Letter to Dr, Burnet from the E, of Rochester, as he lay 
on his Death-bed at his Honoris Lodge in Woodstock Park, 1680, fol. 
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tains^ indeed^ no direct invitation to him to come. But 
as was afterwards stated to Dr. Burnet, " he hoped that 
he would come to him upon the general intimation of 
the desire that he had for his company." Bp. Burnet, 
on his part, had thought that it would be '' a' presump- 
tion to come so far when he was in such excellent 
hands S . • . and did not think it convenient to visit 
him before receiving this letter/' and " even then not 
hearing that there was any danger of a sudden change, 
delayed going/' This apparent neglect of his friend 
by Dr. Burnet in such an extremity cannot but cause 
some astonishment; but it must be remembered that 
he was then only a priest. He did not become Bishop 
of Salisbury until the year 1689, and he may not un- 
reasonably have felt a difficulty in taking a step which 
would possibly have been deemed an intrusion by those 
who were officially in attendance, and higher in rank. 

During the interval which elapsed before going to 
"Woodstock, Bp. Burnet received a letter from the Earl 
of Halifax, in which allusion is made to the Earl of 
Rochester's " indifference for life," a feeling which is 
also noticed as existing in the earl's mind on his sub- 
sequent visit ^ The Earl of Halifax was above all 
things desirous that his life might be prolonged for 
the sake of those who might receive benefit from such 
an example. He could easily sympathize with one 
who was eminently a man of parts, and a courtier 
like himself, for Evelyn describes him as " very rich, 



Some Passages^ p. 136. * Ibid.y pp. 144—147. 
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very witty, and in his younger days somewhat posi- 
tive^." For the same reason, he could best estimate 
the value of his conversion as an example. He was 
also himself an author ^. 

The letter, which is printed from the original in the 

Bodleian Library, is : — 

July 10, '80. 
*' I find one must despayre of ever seeing the town grow 
cool, since neither the absence of the Court, nor the Long 
Vacation can do it ; but still something is done to keep up 
the heat, and to entertaine the world. Wee in the country 
are glad enough to hear every day new things, if you will 
secure us wee shall not at last pay dear for our curiosity. 
At present all men seem to acquiesce in the expectation of 
the pi*, for which the king hath ingaged himselfe very farre 
by his injunctions to the judges to declare his resolution in 
it. Upon the hearing Dr. Lloyd is made a bishop, I would 
fayne hope you might succeed him in St. Martin's, and I 
beleeve all the parish to bee of the same mind, which mee 
thinks should go farre in a thing of this nature. I hope my 
L^ of Eochester's indifference for life will not make him neg- 
lect any means to preserve it, for his penitence is only of use 
to himselfe if hee dyeth ; but if hee liveth, the world wiU 
have the advantage of such an eminent convert. I have no 
more to adde, but to lament the impossibility of seeing you 
whilst I am at this distance. I am, 

" Your faithfull humble servant, 

* Diary t vol. ii. p. 386, Lond. 1860. 

7 Lowndes mentions the following: — George Sayille, Marq. of 
Halifax: Character of Charles II. ^ and Political, Moral, and Mis- 
cellaneotts Thought, Lond. 1670. The Lady^s New Yearns Gift, or 
Advice to a Daughter, eleventh ed., Lond. 1734. Miscellanies, His- 
torical and Philological, Lond. 1703. Bihl, Man, 
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Bp. Burnet arrived at the High Lodge, the earl's 
seat, on July 20^. "But by a mistake on the part 
of the servant, who was a Frenchmstn, and carried up 
his name wrongly, he was not admitted for some hours 
to see the earl/' The night was passed under the m- 
fluence of narcotics, which rendered the delay of less 
consequence, and on the following morning he was 
received by the earl " with a transport of joy." The 
immediate result of the visit was noticed in the " His- 
tory of Woodstock %" and need not be repeated. He 
remained, at the earl's particular request, until Satur- 
day morning, July 24, though he had intended to go 
away on the Friday, and then left the house at four 
o'clock in the morning without taking leave, for fear 
of adding to the earl's distress. 

The end was now very near. The Earl of Rochester 
died at two o'clock in the morning, on Monday 26th, 
his illness having lasted exactly nine weeks ^. Upon 
receiving the news of his death, the Earl of Halifax 
wrote to Dr. Burnet, expressing himself in terms of 
much feeliug and consideration. A fragment only of 
this letter is known to be in existence ^ It was ob- 



* Some Passages, p. 137. It appears that ** some had made a story 
about *^ the incident of the mistake. 

* It is intimated, in Hist, of Woodstock , p. 237, that the earl ex- 
pressed himself to Mr. Parsons, and that he informed Dr. Burnet of 
the eSect which the reading of the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah had 
upon the Earl, whereas Dr. Burnet derived it from the Earl himself. 
8(yme Passages, pp. 140-3. Bnt Mr. Parsons also noticed it in his 
Sermon, see infr., p. 32. ^ Sermon, p. 133. 

* It is with the other letters in the Bodleian Library. 
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viously written upon the first intelligence of the death 
of the earl, and with a desire to do justice to the case 
of his friend, which, as would seem from what remains 
of the imperfect sentence at the beginning, had had 
some reflections cast npon it. So much of the letter^ 
as is preserved, is :— 

" seldome fayleth to hit every blot that is layed 

open to them. If my L^ Rochester is dead, there is so much 
due to him, as to acknowledge, hee had at least as much wit 
as any man in England that is left behind him : much lesse 
than hee had must keep him from being an atheist^, for 
which it is very hard, if not impossible, for any m^an to bee 
fool enough. If hee made use of the same heighth of fancy 
which might tempt him to committ faults, and applyed it 
towards his end to quicken his repentance, it may have made 
him full amends for all the errours it hath ever betrayed him 
to. I usurp upon your office, when I say any thing of this 
kind, or else I had added, that the world is grown so foolish 
a thing, that a witty man may very well bee ashamed of stay- 
ing in it. I am, 

" Your faithfuU humble servant, 

" Halifax." 

Bishop Burnet appears to have written to the Earl 
of Halifax to inform him of the circumstances at- 
tending the death of the Earl of Eochester, and of 



^ Bp. Bnmet obBeryeB : — " As to the Supreme Being, he had always 
some impression of one, and professed often to me that he had never 
known an entire atheist, who folly believed there was no God. Yet 
when he explained his notion of this Being, it amounted to no more 
than a vast power, that had none of the attributes of goodness or 
justice we ascribe to the deity." — Some Passages, p. 22. 
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the fayourable mention which had been n/ade of him 
shortly before. In a letter dated July Slst, he describes 
the satisfaction which he felt in hearitig this, and in 
the commission which had been intrusted to Dr. Bur- 
net of writing a faithful account of the last scenes of 
the earPs life. From this letter, as also from another^ 
dated August 23rd ®, both of which are here printed, 
it will be observed, that the Earl of Halifax attached 
the highest importance to the narrative which was to 
be published by Dr. Burnet, and was most desirous 
that it should be written with the greatest care. 
Bp. Burnet himself was strongly impressed with the 
same feeling, " being resolved to govern himself,^^ as 
he writes, " by the exact rules of truth,*' while free 
"to disclose many things that were discovered to him, 
if not under the seal of confession, yet under the con- 
fidence of friendship,'* by the direction of the Earl 
of Rochester himself : — 

"Jw^y 31, '80. 
" I must lament the losse of my L^ of Rochester, though 
the manner of his leaving us, maketh it an unkind thing to 
him to bee sorry for it ; but our griefe in these cases is al- 
wayes for our selves, and I swear I am touched with the 
kind words of a dying man, whp though hee showed some 
decay of his senses in speaking too well of mee, yet it seemeth 
you did not think his end was,- so neer when you left him. 
My gratitude to his memory, must make mee very glad of 
the commission hee hath given you ; hee hath sat to you, and 
I am sure you will make him like, that hee may live a little 

• See tn/r. 
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longer amongst us, and being drawn by so good a hand, the 
beauty of such a penitent may draw all men's eyes and 
thoughts to it, and make them forget every thing in him 
but what ia fit to be followed and esteemed. I am not 
pleased that we at St. Martin's must despayre of you, for 
I am' still for my selfe, yet for your sake I congratulate the 
appearance there is, of your succeeding in Co vent garden, 
which I should not do, if I did not think it a step to better 
things, I believe I shall bee tempted to a piece of noncon- 
formity, and stray sometimes from my own parish, a sinne 
you are to absolve mee for, when you are the occasion of it. 

** I am, your faithfuU humble servant, 

"Halifax. 

" Your recommendation was enough to make mee desire 
such a servant, if I had a vacant place for him ; not having 
any, I sent him to my L* of Devonshire, with your letter to 
mee, but it seemeth hee is full too." 

The Earl of Rochester was buried in the parish 
church of Spelsbury^, in Oxfordshire, after an in- 
terval of fourteen days. Lord Bochester was born in 
this parish 8, and the church was the place of burial 
for the family of the Lees of Ditchley, to which he 
was related, from his mother having been the widow 
of Sir Henry Francis Lee. The funeral sermon was 
preached by Mr. Parsons ^ and was published in the 



Lord Eochester " was buried in a vault nnder the north isle, 
joining to Spelsbury Church." — ^Wood's Ath, Oxon.y vol. ii. o. 490, 
ed. 1692. "He left behind him a son, Charles, who, dying on the 
12 of November, 1681, was buried by his father on the 7 of December 
following."— I&id., c. 491. See Hist, of Woodst., p. 238. 

K Ibid,, p. 235. 

^ See«z*pr.,p.22. For some account of Rev. R. Parsons, and a notice 
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same year^ with a similar intention of counteracting 
the effects of the earl's former life and example. An 
advertisement prefixed to this " Sermon," after stating 
that the poems and libels of the Earl of Rochester had 
been published contrary to his dying request, and 
printed in penny books, and cried ^ about the streets of 
London, " without any offence or dislike taken at it," 
expresses a hope, that the true account, contained in 
the "Sermon," may for the sake of his name find 
a favourable reception among such persons. This ser- 
mon not being so generally known, as Bp. Burnetts 
narrative is, may be noticed more in detail. 
Mr. Parsons, to use his own words, observes : — 

" A long while a sad spectator and a secret mourner for 
his sins \ I am now to publish and tell abroad to the world 
his conversion and repentance, not only by the obligations 



of the publication of the Sermon^ see Hist, of Woodst,, p. 238. The 
extracts are made from Some Passages in the Life and Death of John^ 
Earl of Rochester, hy Oilbert Burnet, D,D, ; with a Sermon preached 
at the funeral of the said Earl, by Rev, R, Parsons, A.M, ; with an 
Account of the Life and Writings of the Earl, by Br, S. Johnson, Lond. 
1787. This is a conyenient edition, as containing in the same Yolnme 
the three publications relating to the Earl. But Johnson's Life 
should be consulted in his Lives of the Poets, edited by P. Cunning- 
ham, Yol. i. p. 189, Lond. 1854. 

* It is not improbable that much more was assigned to his author- 
ship than was justly due. Dr. Johnson remarks : " Wood and Bur- 
net giye us reason to belieye, that much was attributed to him which 
he did not write. I know not by whom the original collection was 
made, or by what authority its genuineness was ascertained. The 
first edition was published in the year of his death, with an air of 
concealment, professing in the title-page to be printed at Antwerp." 
— Life of Rochester, u. s., p. 7, Lond. 1787. ^ Serm., p. 109. 
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of mine office, but by his own express and dying commands ; 
and in this I shall content myself with the office of a plain 
historian, to relate faithfully what I saw and heard I" 

After giving a short sketch of the family^ and the 
education of the earl, he continues ™ : — 

" I think it necessary to account for these* two things ^ 
respecting his conversion : I. For the means of it. II. For 
the sincerity of it. 

"Upon my first visit to him, May 26th®, he gladly re- 
ceived me, and shewed me extraordinary respect upon the 
score of mine office. I found him labouring under strange 
trouble and anguish of mind, his spirit wounded, and his 
conscience full of terrors. He told me of his arguing against 
religion, and his being on one occasion so struck to the heart 
by the immediate hand of God, that presently he argued as 
strongly for God and virtue, as before he had done against 
it ; and that he had had great checks and warnings, and oc- 
casional openings of his heart, and that he had had aU his 
life long a secret value p and reverence for an honest man, 
but that he had formed an odd scheme of religion to himself 
to solve all things, and had not had that reverence for the 
Gospel that he ought ; which state of mind continued till 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah was read to him % wherein 
there is a lively description of the suflferings of our Saviour, 
and the benefit thereof; and some other passages of Scrip- 
ture, by the power and efficacy of which word, assisted by 
His Holy Spirit, God so wrought upon his heart, that he de- 
clared, that the mysteries of the Passion appeared as clear 
and plain to him, as ever did anything that was represented 



1 Serm,, p. 111. » P. 117. » Ibid, <> P. 121. 

p P. 123. «! HUt, of Woodst., p. 237 ; mpr,, p. 27. 
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in a glass, so that that joy and admiration which possessed 
his soul was remarkable to all about him. In my absence 
he begged his mother and lady to read the same to him fre- 
quently, and was unsatisfied, notwithstanding his great pain 
and weakness, till he had learned this chapter of Isaiah by 
heart. 

'' At the same time ', discoursing of his manner of life from 
his youth up, he was filled with regret at the recollection of 
it. I noticed especially his true and lively sense of God's 
great mercy in striking his hard heart ", and laying his con- 
science open ; his faith ^ in a hearty embracing and devout 
confession of all the articles of our Christian religion, and 
all the divine mysteries of the Gospel ; his faithful adherence 
to ^, and casting himself entirely upon, the mercies of Jesus 
Christ, and the free grace of God, declared to repenting sin- 
ners through Him ; his love and esteem ^ of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; his extraordinary fervent devotions y; his continual 
invocation ' of God's grace and Holy Spirit to sustain him, 
and to keep him from all evil thoughts and temptations. 
I saw his great joy * at his lady's conversion from papacy, 
and her receiving the Holy Sacrament with him ; his hearty 
concern for the pious education ^ of his children ; his strict 
charge for the burning of his profane and shameful writings ^ ; 
his readiness ^ to make restitution. I admired his tenderness ® 
and concern in regard to his servants; his hearty endea- 
vours ^ to be serviceable to those about him ; his command s 
that the truth concerning himself, and the visitation of his 
sickness, should be preached abroad ; his willingness to die, 
and bis resignation ^ to the Divine will \ his sense of obliga- 
tion * to the bishop and clergy who visited him ; his extra- 

' 8erm,y p. 124. • Ibid. » Ibid, « P. 126. 

« P. 126. y Ibid, » Ibid, • P. 127. *» Ibid. 

c P. 128. ^ Ibid. « Ibid. ' P. 129. 
9 P. 130. ^ Ibid. » Ibid. 

J} 
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ordinary duty^ and reverence to his mother; the declaration 
which he made^; his steady temper of mind^^^ through the 
whole course of his sickness and repentance ; his comfortable 
persuasion ^ of God's accepting him to His mercy." 

He thus commends to all who need it the earl's 
example : — 

'< If, then, there be any <>, though, alas ! that need not be 
asked, — ^that have made the freshness of their wit, or birth, 
or fortune, instruments of iniquity to iniquity, let them now 
convert them to that original noble use for which God 
intended them, viz. to be instruments of righteousness to 
holiness.*' 

On learning that Bp. Burnet's narrative was on the 
point of completion, the Earl of Halifax wrote as 
follows P :— : 

'' Ruffard, Aug. 23, '80. 
'' I congratulate with you the pleasure you must have in 
finishing a work the world is in so great expectation of, and 
the hearing it reviveth my impatience till I see it. In the 
mean time you will, I suppose, entertaine your selfe with 
giving some account of my L^ Eochester, concerning which, 
do not think it impertinent that I give you this caution, 
which is, that it is not possible for you to write upon a sub- 
ject that requireth more care ; and therefore though it looketh 
like a slight thing, and such a one as you would raither play 
with, than spend much either of your time or thoughts upon 
it, let mee beg of you to bee exactly carefiill in it, and to 
file it over oftener than you have ever done any thing that 



^ Serm., p. 131. » Ibid. ; HUU of Woodst, p. 239. » P. 132. 
» P. 133. « P. 141. p See «fpr., pp. 26, 6. 
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hath come from you. I will allow you to laugh at this un- 
necessary tendemesse of mine, provided you will not take it 
ill of mee. The P^* being now prorogued] to October, in 
a manner that maketh it beleeyedi all men's thoughts will, 
bee upon it, with exclusion to any thing else, and I hope, 
some time the next moneth, to know your conjectures, which 
will bee necessary to direct so ignorant a man, as my long 
absence hath made mee. 

'^ I am, your faithfull humble servant, 

"Haupax." 

Bp. Burnet's account of the Earl of Rochester's ill- 
ness, accordingly, was prepared immediately after his 
death, in pursuance of the object with which it was 
written, and it was published in the same year. In 
the " History of his Own Time ' " there is a notice of 
the way in which the work was regarded by the king. 
It is observed by Bp. Burnet, under the year 1681, in 
respect of his visit to the earl : '^ Nor was the king 
-pleased with my being sent for by Wilmot, Earl of 
Rochester, when he died ; he fancied that he had told 
me many things of which I might make an ill use ;" 
and then follows: ''yet he had read the book that 
I writ concerning him, and spoke well of it." For the 
freedom with which Bp. Burnet had written to the 
king, respecting his own course of life, he had lost his 
favour. But Lord Halifax had brought him to the 



1 Vol. 1. pp. 607, 8, ed. fol. ; vol. ii. pp. 286-8, 8vo., Oxf. 1823. 
Bp. Burnet is not always credited with bo mnoh honesty of purpose, 
as certamly appears from his own aooonnt of his relations with the 
king at this time. 
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king and effected a restoration to his former position 
at court. 

The view' of the high lodge is a representation of 
its present appearance, which has been much altered 
since it was the residence of the Earl of Bochester. 
Some points of difference are noticed in the '' History 
of Woodstock ■/'^ 



' The ^writer is indebted to Mr, J. Bose, of the High-street, Oxford, 
for the nse of the block from which the Tiew is printed. It was 
previonsly nsed for the DeBor^Hon of Blenheim, p. 89, 12th ed., 
Oxford, 81atter,,n.d. •- Pp. 236,^272. 



CHAPTEE III. 

SUPPLEMENTAEY TO HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK, 
AND OTHER NOTICES, (a.d. 1710— ia74). 

Sasah, Duchess of Mas^boboxigh, wbttes to Bishop Bubnst. 
— ^Intebview of Duchess of Mablbobough with Queeit 
alote. — ^dukb of marlbobouah cobbbsponds with queen 
Maby Bbatbice. — Removal of Chubchill Family pbom 
CouBT. — Obioinal Letteb op Duchess of Mablbobough. 
— ^Abchdeacox Coxe's Rbmabes. — Akxiety about Wood- 
stock Election. — Letteb ok Candidates. —Result. — 
Duchess of Mablbobough. — Nowce of Bbidge in Blen- 
heim Pabk. — Db. Johnson on the Epigbam. — Visit op 
Nelson to Ozfobd. — ^Degbees gbanted. — Visit to Blen- 
heim. — ^Disappointment at Reception. — Visit op Pbincb of 
Wales. — Chantby op St. Maby at Woodstock. — Estate 
op Cobpobation at Islip and Hampton Poyle. — Office of 

COBONEB. ^MeMBEB OF PaELIAMBNT. — DeATH OF J. MeEABS, 

Mayob. — Office of Mayob. 

TT was not originally the purpose of the " History 
of Woodstock," of which this "Supplement" forms 
part, to give a detailed account of the first Duke and 
Duchess of Marlborough in relation to circumstances 
not immediately connected with their position at Blen- 
heim, though some allusion to other parts of their his- 
tory was required. It was therefore in accordance 
with this, that an original letter of the Duchess of 
Marlborough, concerning her interest in Blenheim 
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Park was inserted*. It is now proposed to add an- 
other, not as having reference to Blenheim^ but as 
interesting in itself^ and as explanatory of the circum- 
stances under which the Duke of Marlborough con- 
cerned himself in the nomination and return of mem- 
bers for the Borough of Woodstock, as appears from 
his own letter which follows. 

The letter of the Duchess of Marlborough is pre- 
served in the Bodleian Library, and is addressed to 
Bp. Burnet, in June, 1710, and contains a vindication 
of herself from the charges of unfaithfulness and dis- 
honesty in the service of the queen, which had been 
brought against her. In that year, the interest of the 
duchess at court, which had lasted so long, came to 
an end. The memorable and final interview with the 
queen at Kensington Palace took place on Sunday, 
April 6th, and to such an extent was the change, of 
position felt, that the Duke of Marlborough having 
made some observation upon it in a letter to the late 
queen, Mary Beatrice, — the commander of the British 
army in confidential correspondence with the wife of 
James II., and mother of the Chevalier St. George — 
there is this allusion to it in the answer which he 
received from her : — 

"The advice^ you give us in sending us to the new fa- 
voxurite is very obliging; but what can we hope from a 

• Hist, of Woodst,, p. 267. 

^ Printed in Maopherson*s Documents from Naime*8 Collection 
in the Scotch College; see Striokland's Queens ofEngL,Yol. v. p. 266, 
Lond. 1865w 
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stranger who has no obligation to ns ? Whereas we have all 
the reasons in the world to depend upon you, since we have 
now but the same interest to manage, and you have power to 
put Mr. Matthews [the Chevalier St. George] in a condition 
to protect you. Lay aside, then, I beseech you, your reso- 
lution of retiring." 

In the meantime, the removal of the whole family 
and its dependents from their offices was determined. 
Sunderland^ Bialton, and Godolphin were dismissed; 
Mrs. Masham, and Hill, her brother, were gaining the 
influence which the others had lost. The Tories were 
taking the place of the Whigs. In this state of affairs 
the Duchess of Marlborough, who was in the habit ® of 
writing to Bp. Burnet, who sympathized with her, and 
even advocated her interests with the queen, while he 
was compiling the " Histotif of his own Times/' ad- 
dressed to him the following letter, as was men- 
tioned above : — 

" Windsor Lodge, June the 29M, 1710. 

'' I hope your lordship will not think upon the sight of this 
leter that I shall trouble you often, but being in this great 
f^lace that I shall leave soon, I take this opertunity to thank 
you for your leter, and kind advies, tho' I don't find that any 
thing that has happen'd of late gives me any uneasynesse as 



^ It has been observed in referenoe to this, at a date somewhat 
later : " The Daohess of Marlborough, who was extremely anxious 
that the secret history of her quarrel with the qneen should have 
a place in history, was in the habit of writing nomerons narratives, 
some of which she communicated to Bp. Burnet, who was occupied in 
the History of hU own Times" — Private Correspondence of Sarahs 
Duch. of Marlb., vol. ii. p. 107, Load. 1888. 
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to the cloud you mensioiiy and I think a very small doss of 
philosophy will serve to quiet one, when ever one leaves 
a court in which an ingratfull chamber maid has the cheif 
influence. After the experience I have had of the world, 
nothing can be so agreeable to me as my own hous, with 
family comforts, which I think of all the blessings in this 
world are the greatest, but if the publick is not safe, how is it 
possible to injoy either religion or quiet ? If wee can have 
security I desire noe more, for when I have that I have all 
things that can contribute to make a mind easy. I have very 
authentick and exact proofs of hauing saued the queen a rare 
summ of mony in my office of the robes, and since in the 
priuey purse, never took any poundage in any office, or suffered 
servants to doe it, which is in no office to this day but mine. 
I have acquitances under the queen's own hand for every 
shilling that I have paid, even to her, out of the priuey 
purse, tho' it is subject to noe account to the publick. I have 
authentick proofs under the queen's hand, that I refused her 
bouB[ty both before she came to the crown and since, and my 
accounts will prove that I haue never had any bounty upon 
my own account, since she came to bee queen, but the lodges 
in this parke which is no manner of profitt, the grownd in 
S*. James's Parke to build a hous upon, all which must return 
again to the Crown, — proofs from the queen's own leters of 
my uneasynesse to have a further tittle then when she came 
to the crowD, which shewd I did not serve her for ambition, 
nor one of covetousness, but one of zeal and affection — and 
I hfve a great many acknowledgments under the queen's 
own hand of the many great servises I had done her ma^, 
and expressions of concern that she could never sufficiently 
reward them ; and since she was upon the thrown I can shev 
that I have had no fault, but very respectfully shewing her 
the danger of putting power into the hands of men that were 
for the P. of "W. All this, my lord, you must needs think is 
a great satisfaction to me, and I have noe reason to have any 
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trouble upon the account of anything but the good of my 
country, when that is safe I ask noe more, and I am very 
little concerned who rules the state ; but 'tis dismall to think 
that the fruits of all my lord Marlborough's pains and la- 
bours should bee lost with the blood and mony that it has 
cost England to putt down France, which was so near being 
effected ; but from the leters out of Holland, I find so much 
countinance as has been shown to those that are not for the 
revolution settlement has incouraged France so much, that 
I wish it does not either continue the war, or make a worse 
peace than wee had reason to hope for ; which you will be 
able to say nothing for, when you write your history, better 
then that it was compassed by some of the worst people in 
the kingdom, and others that to gratify their ambition and 
covetousness were quite blind to any thing like reason. 
i beg your pardon for so long a leter, but my hand is so 
scrawling that it looks more then it really is : however *tis 
time to acquaint you that I am with all the sincerity 
imaginable, your lordship's most obedient and humble ser- 
vant, 

" 8. Maelboeotjoh. 

" Lord Portmore goes in my lord Gall way's place, 
Mr. Crezet to Hanover, who is said to be as madd as any 
body can bee in these new scheems, all this is without my 
lord treasurer's knowledge, as also the new secretary, till it 
was done ; and if the present parliament is dissolved, after 
being so often thanked for saving Europe, I believe it will 
bee plain that worse things is intended then the putting out 
my lord Sunderland, or any thing that can bee the par- 
ticular interest of your faithfuU friend. 

"All the Torys and Jacobitts flock to Kinsington every 
day, and the Duke of Somerset, who is a great minister, was 
much offended with one of his servants t'other day for letting 
a wrong person in, when bee had ordered to see nobody but 
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his Grace of Bucks ; tlio' I took leave, I could not help tell- 
ing my name. 

" For the R*. Eeverend Father in God, my Lord 
Bishop of Sarum, att Salisbury." 

In reference to the same subject, Archdeacon Coxe 
remarks * : — 

*^ The Duchess was accused of peculation, yiz. that ' In 
the execution of her office during eight years, as mistress 
of the robes, she had also purloined no less than £22,000 
a-year.' . . . The Duchess drew up an animated vindication 
of herself, in a private letter to Sir David Hamilton, and 
sent it with the scurrilous number of the * Examiner,' [written 
by Swift, Nov. 23, 1710], to be submitted to her majesty. 
The queen read it over, and at the conclusion acknowledged 
the justice of the vindication by the brief remark : * Every 
one knows that cheating is not the Duchess of MarlborougVs 
fault.' " 

He also points out that the Duchess was dismissed 
early in the following year, and that when she de- 
livered in her accounts she availed herself of the op- 
portunity to recall to the mind of the queen the offer 
of a pension that had been made, but which had never 
been drawn by her, but had been carried to the queen's 
credit, to which circumstance allusion appears to be 
made in the letter inserted above. 

The Duke of Marlborough himself® was very anx- 
ious about the result of the election for Woodstock 



^ W. Coxe, Memoirs of the Duke of Marlh.j ed. J. Wade, oh. xcvii. 
vol. iii. p. 171, Lend. Bohn, 1848. 
• Private Correspondence ^ n. s., vol. i. p. 366. 
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in the same year^ and wrote to the Duchess, as fol- 
lows : — 

''August 16, 1710. 

'' I beg there may be no alteration at the elec- 
tion at Woodstock ; for I intend Cadogan shall come to 
England with me. 39 [Marlborough] shall expect more as- 
sistance in 87 [Parliament] from 197 [Cadogan] and 202, 
than any other members, for they have both honesty and 
courage to speak the truth; so that I do earnestly desire 
that these two men may be chose preferable to all others, 
with which I desire that you will lose no time in acquainting 
38 [Godolphin] ; and that I beg it of him as a particular 
favour, that he would take care of securing an election for 
202, for 39 does not think it absolutely necessary to have 
him early in 108 [England] this winter, of which he will 
take care. . . . 

" I desire the inclosed, for Mr, Travers, might be deliyered 
as soon as possible, as it concerns Mr« Cadogan's election." 

It is added in a note, in the work from which the 
letter is extracted : — 

'' After the dissolution of the parliament in 1710, the old 
members for Woodstock were elected ^. They were William 
Cadogan, Esq., and Sir Thomas Wheate, Baronet, who must 
be meant by the cipher 202." 

Sir Thomas Wheate was the owner of the Glympton 
estate, which is now the property of Henry Bamett, 
Esq., the late Member for Woodstock. 

A few years later, in 1716 *, the Duchess of Marl- 

' Compare HUU of WoodsL, oh. xxv. p. 434. 
if Coxe, Mem, of the Duke of MarVb,^ ed. J. Wade, voL iii. p. 414, 
Lond. Bohn, 1848. 
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borough, in a letter to Mrs. Clayton, made mention of 
the bridge at Blenheim, which was then in process of 
construction, and it is curious to observe the points 
which she selected as most worthy of admiration : — 

'' Four houses are to be at each comer of the bridge ; but 
that which makes it so much prettier than London bridge 
is, that you may set in six rooms and look out at window 
into the high road, while the coaches are driving over your 
head." 

It was in reference to this bridge that the lines 
were written upon which Dr. Johnson remarked, when 
he visited Blenheim in 1716, that the lake had " drowned 
the epigram ^." It crosses the stream, now converted 
into the lake, and joins the high ground on either side, 
and is marked as the ** Grand Bridge,'^ in the Plan at 
the end of the " History of Woodstock.** Its position 
may be seen also in the Flan which is inserted in the 
present " Supplement V' and this, as being on a large 
scale, and of an earlier date, before several of the fea- 
tures of the park as then existing had disappeared, 
gives a better idea of the general appearance of the 
original park, as it was a few years after the grant 
was made, and contains several points of interest which 
do not find a place in the later plan. 



^ Boswell's Life of Johnson, p. 249, Lond. 1867 ; HUU of Woodst.y 
p. 452. 

* This is copied from one in : A Poem on the Manor of Woodstock, 
made, written, engraven by F. Hoffman, plate, p. 7i., s. L et an., in 
the Bodleian Library. 
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Nelson at Blenheim. 

1802. It was omitted^ to mention that Blenheim in 
this year had illustrious visitors^ who came to seethe 
Palace in consequence of their stay at Oxford. Lord 
Nelson, accompanied by Sir William and Lady Hamil- 
ton, went in July on a tour into Wales. At Oxford 
they were received with every mark of attention. The 
freedom of the city was presented to Lord Nelson in 
a gold box I The visit took place during the Long 
Vacation. But a Convocation ™ was held on July 2l8t, 
Dr. Marlow, President of St. John's, the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, being present, at which Nelson and Sir W. 
Hamilton had the degree of Doctor in Civil Law 
granted to them^, and Nelson's brother, the Rev. 



^ The omission was noticed in a review in the Athenceum^ p. 52, 
Jan. 10, 1874. i See Pettigrew, tn/r. 

^ Extract from the Begister of Convocation of the University, by 
the Keeper of the Archives, among which it is deposited. 

" Lord Kelson and Sir W. Hamilton were presented for their de- 
grees by the Vinerian Professor of Common Law, James Blackstone, 
LL.D., [sic. in Beg. of Conv., Ti.s.] who in the same year was made 
Becorder of Woodstock. — Hist, of Woodst., p. 427. Br. Blackstone 
was Principal of New Inn HaU, Oxford. But '* he resided in a large 
honse close to Woodstock, where he transacted the business of law- 
manager and adviser to the Duke of Marlborongh, and cnrator of the 
vast property. Dr. Blackstone was a good lawyer and an accom- 
plished man; but he seems to have supported his reputation pretty 
much on being the son of the great lawyer and writer upon law. 
Sir W. Blackstone. Like him he had been 1st, Fellow of All Souls ; 
2ndly, Principal of New Inn HaU ; and 3rdly, Viner's Law Professor.*' 
<* Dr. Blackstone, after holding the headship for thirty-seven years 
as a perfect sinecure, (himself generally non-resident, without a single 
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William Nelson, D.D., of Christ's College, Cambridge, 
was admitted to an o^ eundem degree, as Doctor of 
Divinity. 

Dr. Nelson's wife and son accompanied them, and 
at Oxford they were joined by Mrs. Matcham, Nelson's 
sister, her husband, and son ®. Blenheim was visited, 
and the following description is given of their reception 
at the Palace, and the remarks which it elicited : — 

'' The duke, though at home, never made his appearance p, 
but a servant was ordered to oifer refreshments, which Nelson 
proudly refased. Sir William Hamilton indignantly ob- 
served, that, if the Great Marlborough could have risen from 
the tomb, he would have been eager to do the honours of his 
house to the victor of Aboukir, a greater victor than himself. 

'' Lady Hamilton, with a spirit, energy, and shrewdness of 
observation characteristic of her superior mind, remarked 
that if Marlborough's services obtained so splendid a reward, 
it was because a woman reigned, and women have great 
souls. ' And I,' she continued, for these are her own words, 
' told Nelson, that if I had been a queen, after the battle of 
Aboukir, he should have had such a principality, that Blen- 
heim Park should have been only as a kitchen garden to it. 
The tears came into his eyes ; and he shook Sir William and 
me by the hand, saying that he was content to have done his 
duty by his country and the people that he loved : but that 
he had not yet half done, for there were two or three beds of 
laurels in the Mediterranean to be gathered.' " 

member on the books but himself,) at length in 1831 .... re- 
signed the appointment.'* — G. Y. Cox, ReeoUeetions of Oxford, p. 180, 
Lend. 1868. * «> Pettigrew, infr. 

p Life of Nelson, revised and illustrated by the Old Sailor (M. H. 
Barker), p. 860, Lond. 1836. 
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Another ^ biographer adds : — 

*^ This apparent neglect of civility and attention to so dis- 
tingmshed a naval warrior, from the descendant of so re- 
nowned a military chief, was attempted to be explained by 
the absence of the usual ceremonials of introductory etiquette, 
which the duke's shy and retiring habits prevented him iiom, 
putting aside on the occasion." 

Blenheim in 1873. 

On December 9th, in this year, the Prince and 
Princess of Wales for the second time visited Blen- 
heim, and were received with an address by the au- 
thorities. 

Chantry of St. Mary in 1557-8. 

There is this notice of the Chantry ^ of St. Mary, 
in the reign of Philip and Mary, a.d. 1557-8, as con- 
tributing to the revenues of the Crown : — 

" Chantry • of St. Mary of "Woodstock. 
'' The sum of £6 68. 4|d. from the rent and farm of the 
same. Parcel of the said chantry in corporals." 

This, as was stated, formed part of the grant of 
Queen Elizabeth to the Mayor and Corporation in 
1665 *. 



4 Memoirs of Nelson^ by T. J. Pettigrew, p. 259, Lend. 1849. 
' Hist, of Woodst, oh. xviii. pp. 856—65. 

' ■ Extracted and translated from Idinisters' Aoooants, 5 and 6 Ph. 
and M., Oxf. roU 29, m. 19, in the Public Becord Office. 
* Hist, of Woodst, pp. 862, 420. 
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Estate of Corporation at Islip and Hampton 

POYLE. 

To the lands mentioned in the " History of Wood- 
stock "/' as in the possession of the Corporation, is to 
be added certain pasture land in the parishes of Islip 
and Hampton Poyle, containing 8 acres and 37 poles, 
which in the present year (1874) has been advertised 
to be let by the authority of the Mayor *. 

It is not known in what manner this passed to the 
Corporation. It was not, so far as is known, granted 
by the Crown, nor is there any reason for thinking 
that it was purchased ; and it is assumed as most pro- 
bable, that it was taken by devise, but there are no 
deeds belonging to the estate, and no tradition of the 
supposed donor. The land has been in possession, and 
the proceeds administered amongst the general funds, 
without any special trust. A part of the land above- 
mentioned belongs to the poor of Hampton Poyle. 
This is described in the Report y of the Charity Com- 
missioners, as follows : — 

** By the award made on the inclosure of Hampton Poyle 
in 1797, 1a. 2 b. 17 p. were allotted to the churchwardens 
and overseers of the poor of that parish in lieu of their 
common rights. The land is now properly fenced on three 
sides, but on the south-west side lies open to land belonging 
to the Corporation of Woodstock, which is occupied by John 



' Pp. 419—26. * Jackson's Oxford Journal^ Jul. 25, 1874. 

y Twelfth Reportf p. 306. 
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Sawyer, the same tenant who occupies the Islip Poor Land. 
There are mere stones to ascertain the bonndary '." 

Office of Coroner. 

It may be added to the notices of the Charters and 
rights of the Mayor and Corporation inserted in the 
"History of Woodstock/' that among the privileges 
from ancient charters is, that the Mayor of Woodstock 
is Coroner for the district of the Borough of Wood- 
stock. A similar privilege is attached to the office of 
Mayor at Henley-on-Thames, which borough, like 
Woodstock, is not affected by the Municipal Corpora- 
tions* Act*. The other towns in Oxfordshire, with, 
the city of Oxford, are under the jurisdiction of the 
several Coroners for the county. The University of 
Oxford has its own Coroner. 

Member of Parliament. 

Lord Randolph. Churchill has represented the bo- 
rough in Parliament since the Gheneral Election, 1874. 

Office of Mator. 

Alderman J. Meears, the Mayor for 1873-4, died 
suddenly in August of the latter year, and Alderman 
E. Frescott was appointed Mayor, for the second time, 
to complete the year of office. Alderman J. Haynes 
was elected Mayor, for the second time, in September, 
1874. 

* The writer is indebted for the information, as aboTe stated, to 
B. B. B. Hawkins, Esq. * See Hist, of Woodst,, p. 420. 

E 



CHAPTEE IV. 

NOTICES OF PAEISH OF WOOTTON, (a.d. 1066—1874.) 
Fame not in Domesday. — Occubs in Pipe Roils. — ^Hun- 

DBED OP WoOTTON. — NoMINA ViLLABTJM. CoMPOTXTS OF 

L. Chambeelayne. — Dk. Rawlinson's MS. — Wootton and 
Hamlets. — Wootton Meadow. — Family op Geegoey. — 
Theie Abms defaced. — ^Royalists' Compositions Papebs. 
— G. Napiee. — Recent Dbscbiption of Pabish. 

Domesday Book — Pipe Rolls. 

WOOTTON, formerly called also Wotton-by- Wood- 
stocky and Wotton Whitchurch, is the parish in 
which the township of Old Woodstock is situated, and 
gives its name to the Hundred of Wootton. The im- 
portance of the district in which Wootton is situated, 
in Romano-British, and as some have thought even in 
earlier times, is evinced by the remains of the road 
and other works, which have been described in the 
" History of Woodstock*." But neither the hundred 
nor the parish of Wootton, under that name, is men- 
tioned in Domesday Book, and neither presumably was 
formed at the time of the survey. Like the adjoining 
parish of Bladon, the parish of Wootton would then be 
in the Hundred of Lulevecanole ^. The area of the 

• Pp. 8 — 12. ^ Oxon. vii. In ix. it is Levechanole. 

There is at the present time the Hundred of Lewknor. 
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parish woiild seem to be comprised within the descrip- 
tion of the king^s forest of Woodstock^ and perhaps 
also within that of Ludwell, a place of which name, 
corresponding with the present hamlet of Wootton, is 
mentioned four or five times ^. But as there is another 
place of a similar name, the hamlet Ledwell, of the 
jn present parish of Sandford St. Martin, it seems impos- 
] sible to identify with certainty the several entries of 
Ludwell, and these cannot therefore be distinguished 
from each other, if, indeed, more places than one are 
intended^, which is doubtful. The divisions of the 
hundreds in Oxfordshire have been changed since the 
survey, and the present Hundred of Wootton, of which 
there are now the two divisions of north and south, was 
then formed. There is in this instance the usual 
failure of the sources of information for about forty- 
five years, from the general want of public records for 
the period between the compilation of Domesday Book 
in A.D. 1086, and the commencement of the present 
series of the Pipe Bolls in the thirty-ffrst year of 



« Oxon. vii., xiv. (?), xxviii., xl., Iviii. 

^ It seems at first sight that, as understood by Eennett, Par, Ant.^ 
p. 66, Oxon. 1695, there was a Ludwell distinct from the one above- 
mentioned, in Feritune Hundred. But an examination of the places 
where the name oocnrs, as cited by him, in the list of the lands of 
Bobert d'Oyley, xxviii., leads to the opinion that this is not the case, 
from the name Levecanole, though without the addition of " Hun- 
dred,'' being previously mentioned, apparently as a parish, and from 
several of the places enumerated with it being elsewhere described 
in the survey as in Levecanole Hundred. The land held by Bobert 
d'Oyley, in Ludwell, was probably in the hamlet of Wootton. For 
B. d'Oyley, see infr, chapter v. ** History of the Bectory," iniu 
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Henry I., a.d.1181 ; and a reference to these has shewn 
that the regular mention of Wootton each year^ with 
some exceptions, is from the ninth year*' of Henry 11.^ 
A.D. 1163, in which, from its position in the roll, it 
seems to occur as a parish : — 

" The bailiff renders an account of one mark from Wut- 
ton." 

The next mention of the name, and the first of the 
Hundred of Wootton, as such, is in the fifteenth year ' 
of Henry II., a.d. 1169 : — 

'* The bailiff renders an account of forty shillings from 
"Wutton hundred, for one murder." 

From this year there is commonly s entered among 
the payments of the bailiff a sum from the Hundred of 
Wootton, which seems to have had three divisions as 
early as the twenty-first year ^ of this reign, a.d. 1175, 
from the particular : — 

''The bailiff renders an account from tbree Hundreds 
of Wutton." 



• « Nova plaoitaet novae eonyentiones.— Vicarius reddit compotttm 
de i. m. de Wuttona. In thesanria liberayit et quietus est." — ^Rot., 
an. 9 Hen. 11., Com. Oz. ; in the Public Becord Office. 

* " Nova placita et novae conventioneB. — ^Vicarins reddit compotnm 
de xl*. de Wutton Hundr. pro i. murdro. In thesauria liberavit 
xxvii*. et iii*." — Ibid., an. 16. 

« There is no mention of Wootton in the rolls for the years 18, 19, 
20, 25 Hen. IL 

^ " Yicarius reddit compotum de iii. Hundredis de Wuttona.*' — 
Ibid., an. 21. "Compotum pro iii. Hundr. de Wutton.**— Ibid., 
an. 22. 
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There occurs this description of Wootton^ of the 
date of 1316 :— 

"5 March, 9 Edward IL, 1316. 

" The Hundred of "Wotton is of the lord the king. 

**Bladene, Combe, Stuntesfelde, Wotton, and Hordell, 
are hanilets of the Manor of Wodestok, which is of the an- 
cient demesne of t' e lord the king. 

" The king is the lord. 

'* There is no city in the aforesaid comity of Ozon., but 
three burghs, viz. Oxford, Wodestock, Henle. 

'^Haneburgh^ is within the hundred aforesaid, and the 
lady is Margaret the queen." 

Margaret was the second queen of Edward I., who 
probably receiyed this in dowry, and who died in the 
following year. 

There is this notice of property belonging to the 
Crown in Wootton A.D.- 1657-8 : — 

'^ Compotus^ of Leonard Chamberlayne by John Mode his 
deputy, 5 and 6 Philip and Mary, 1 EHzabeth : Hamlet of 
"Wootton. 

''Sum of £4 lis. lOd. for the farm of one capital mes- 
suage called * Spycers,' with four acres of land, and one vir- 
gate of land called ' Lytmittons,' with one messuage and one 
yirgate of land called ' Bawles,' let by indenture to Bichard 
Drinkwater. 

** Sum of 60s. 8d. for the rent of a water-mill with pond, 
let to Thomas Home. 

> ** Noniina YiUaram, iL.i>. 1316," prefixed to Sir F. Palgraye's ParU 
Writs, Div. iii. vol. U. p. 351, Lend. 1834. k jJid., p. 362. 

1 Extracted and translated from Ministers* Aoooimta lor the aboTe 
year, Oxford, roll 29, m. 7 i in the Pablio Becord Office. 
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'' Sum of 60s. lOd. for the farm of one tenement called 
' le ifarme house,' let to the aforesaid Thomas. 

" Sum of 26s. 4d. for the rent of one tenement in Wootton, 
by the Cross, let to Anthony Datre. 

'' Sum of 26s. 4d. for the farm of one tenement and one 
Tirgate of land, let to Henry "Wagott. 

"Sum of £12 14s." 

The following notice ^ of the parish and church of 
Wootton is taken from Dr. Bawlinson's MS. Notes on 
Oxfordshire in the Bodleian Library :— 

" Wotton White-Church ^ St. Mary. 

"Francis Gregory, Esq., has an estate here of £300. 
Lord of the Manor, the Duke of Marlborough. Patrons of 
the Living, Few College, Oxon, who bough^® it of Sir 
Henry Lee, of Ditchley. A rectory about £300 per ann. 
Incumbent, Robert Bowsher, M. A, p. Fellow of New College. 
Wake kept the Sunday after Latter Lammas. Church is 
tolerable, but out of repair. Four bells. 

" A river runs through the town, called Wotton Ford 9. 
[It is bounded] E. by Tackley, W. by Glympton, N. by 
Barton, S. by Woodstock. Hamlets in the parish are, Dom- 
ford, Horley, Ledwell, Old Woodstock, Littleworth. 

" The Estate of Domford formerly belonged to the Gre- 

» Rawl. MS. B. 400, P. fol. 72 b. 

^ The pariBh is also named Wotton Whitchurch, in Browne Willis, 
Survejf of Cathedrals, Cath. of Oxf., p. 474. Lend. 1727—30. 

o Or rather, the Warden of which society bought it, and gave it to 
the College. See infr., ch. v. p Or rather, LL.B. See infr,, ch. vi. 

4 There is now a bridge, which ** was originally bnilt in 1840, by 
private subscription, but will become a County Bridge under Statute 
43 Qeo. ni. c. 59, § 5. The bridge, however, having been built since 
the date of the General Highways' Act (5 and 6 Wm. IV. c. 50), the 
repair of the road over and adjoining to the bridge will not belong to 
the County." — Covmty of Oxford : List of Cowity Bridges, 1860. 
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« 

gorys of 'Horleys, 1625; then to Huxley; then to Sir 
Nicholas Pelham, by marriage of one Mr, Huxley's daughters, 
who sold it to Sir Thomas Crisp. [It is] now the estate of 
Charles Crisp, Esq., who married his uncle's daughter. 

"VeUs: 1. Pitching-weU ; 2. Gold-weU; 3. Puffet's- 
•well; 4. Gogmire's-well; 5. Slut's-well." 

A miU is noticed' as .existing at Derneford, c. a.d. 
1280—1300. 

A.D. 1279. A certain part of the manor of Wootton, 
Eordley and Old Woodstock was situate within the 
limits of Steeple Aston. This was noticed in the 
** Bolls of the Hundreds,'* in the following terms :— ^ 

"Also the whole vill of Steeple Aston held • the meadow 
of Wootton of the king from the carrying of the hay until 
the Feast of the Blessed. Mary in March, rendering therefor 
two quarters of oats yearly to the king at Easter, that is to 
say, in the manor of Wootton." % 

John de Lodwell also held land in the same parish^. 

It is interesting to notice the tenure of this meadow, 
as characteristic of the early customs of land occupa- 
tion. It is remarked ^ : — 

" On very numerous meadows . . . the possessors farmed 
their parcels separately for growing hay until after the hay har- 
vest, i.e., till the 6th July (Midsunmier-day, according to the 
old style), or' the middle of July; then the whole of the mea- 
dows to Candlemas, or the middle of Pebmary, were common 
open pasture. The permanent pasturage, 'as unpartitioned com- 

' Magd. Coll. Charters, Wootton and Slape, No. n. See in/r., 
ch. viii. ■ Bott, Hwndr.t vol. ii. p. 683. * Ibid. 

^ Nasse's Agricultural Community of the Middle Ages, by H. A. 
Ouvry, p. 6, Lond. 1872. 
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mon land, was in uninterrupted common use, but chiefly in 
the following manner : The occupiers of the small holdings 
had merely the right of use of the common pasture, the 
actual property being vested in the lord of the manor. 

" Where the arable land was private property, the meadows 
were generally found to be in common ; so that the plots des- 
tined each time for hay harvest were assigned to individual 
joint owners, in alternating positions, by an allotment which, 
was constantly renewed ^.'* 

Such common meadows have been preserved in great 
numbers in England, even to the most modern times ^. 
They were not unfrequently in districts, lying beyond 
the boundary of the parish, to the proprietors of which, 
they belonged, being so situated from their being of 
necessity near a stream. This was the case, until a very 
recent period, in the adjoining parish of North Aston, 
where a portion of the meadow-land in the parish be- 
longed, on certain conditions, to the commoners of 
Dunstew. There is a further notice of this meadow of 
a later date. At a Yiew of Frank-pledge and Court- 
baron held by the steward xmder the Dowager-Duchess 
of .Marlborough, a.d. 1725, William Wing, of Steeple 
9 Aston, was admitted to certain land in '^Wootton 
Mead," the Court being described as for "Wootton, 
Hordley, and Old Woodstock, within the manor of 
Woodstock, in the County of Oxford, and parcel of the 
same manor y.'' The joint interest of the two parishes 

^ Nasse's AgricuLtwral Community of ihe Middle Ages, by H. A. 
OuTry, p. 11, Lond. 1872. « Ibid., p. 12. 

^ Wing's Hist, and Ant. of Steeple Aston, p. 46, Deddington, 1845, 
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in the meadow seems to have continued, until, at the 
inclosure of Steeple Aston, a.d. 1767, allotments" to 
the extent of 8 acres 2 roods 7 poles were made to 
landholders of Wootton, which have since been dimi- 
nished, as certain portions were taken by the Canal 
Company about the year 1780, and the whole of these 
allotments, independently o{ the vicarial and church 
land, have been absorbed into the estates of other 
proprietors. 

This portion « of the parish of Steeple Aston was 
also considered to be part of the parish, and not only 
of the manor, of Wootton, until the year 1835. 

Family of Gregobt. 

Francis Gregory, one of the family of that name 
above-mentioned, who was living at Hordley at the time 
of the Herald's Visitation in 1634, had committed an 
offence against the laws of heraldry by assuming arms 
to which he could not made good his claim. Proceed- 
ings were instituted against him, and the arms were 
given up. The entry in the " Visitations of Oxford- 
shire/' published by the Harleian Society ^ is as 
follows : — 

'' I francis Gregory of Hordley, in com. Oxford, do promise 
to appeare at the ofice of Armes in London, to give sattis&c- 
tion touching the armes I have inscxdped in my seale (viz. 
Or, two bars azure, in chief a lion passant guardant of the 

> Wing's Hist, and Ant. of Steeple Aston, Append., p. 64, Ded- 
dington, 1846. • The writer is indebted to W. Wing, Esq., 

for this information. ^ P. 337, ed. by W. H. Turner, 1871. 
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last), att or before the 10*^ of November next, dated the 
xij of Angust, 1634. 

"Memorandum, that the above-named Francis Gregor, 
distrusting how hee Was able to make proffe of his lawfull 
right to the armes depicted in the margent, submitted the 
same to be defaced. 

'' This coat was, in the presence of the said francis Gregor, 
defaced in this manner : — 

"Jo. Phillipott, Somerset; 
John Chadwell, Gent., of "Woodstock." 

He appears to be the father of Dr. Francis Gregory \ 

BrOYALisTs' Compositions Papers. 

George Napier, who' had an estate at Wootton, was 
one of those who suffered loss in the Great Rebellion \ 
as appears from the following petition : — 

*^ To the honourable the Commissioners for managing the 
Estates under sequestration. 

" The humble petition of George Naper, of Holliwell, in 
the Countie of Oxon, Esq., 
" Sheweth, 

"That by the death of Edmund Naper, Esq., the peti- 
tioner's Mher, who dyed seised of the manner of HalliweU, 
and of several messuages, lands, tenements, tithes, and here- 
ditaments, lying and being in the several parishes of Woot- 
ton, Horsepath, Cowley, and Wolvercott, in the sayd County 
of Oxon, and the sayd manner and premisses are descended 
and come unto the petitioner, yet by reason 2-3^ parts thereof 
were under sequestration for the recusancy of the petitioner's 
sayd father, the Commissioners for Sequestrations in the sayd 
County of Oxon do thereupon refuse to discharge the same 

. '' See HUU ofWoodsU^ p. 226. * j^^^,^ pp. 210—13. 
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from sequestration without an order from the Commissioners, 
notwithstanding that the petitioner is conformable. 

"Hee therefore humbly prayes your order to the sayd 
Commissioners for the discharging of the 2-3^ parts of the sayd 
mannor and premisses from sequestration, and to pay such 
arrears as have growne due since the death of the petitioner's 
father, or otherwise to take the examination of the peti- 
tioner and of such witnesses as shall be produced unto 
them for the proofs of his interest, and that upon retume the 
whole proceedings may be referried imto one of your councell 
to state and report for a speedy hearing. 

'^ And your petitioners shall pray, &c. 

**Gep. Napee«. 

'*9 Maii, 65. The Com" to ex. and certify, and Mr. 
Beadinge to report '." 

^' There is a notice of the monuments of Edmund and 
George Napier in Holywell Church, Oxford, in the 
"Visitations of Oxfordshire V' with the following 
inscriptions: — '. 

" Here lyeth the body of Edmund N'apier, Esq., who de- 
ceased the 26 Febr., An. Dom. 1654, aged 75. 

"Memoriae Sacrimi Georgii Napier de Holywell, armi- 
geri, Edmundi Napier filii, et Gulielmi Fapier nepotis, qui 
diem supremum obiit Septembris quarto, An. Dom. 1671, et 
aetatis quinquagesimo quarto hie obdormiscit. Tres filiae, 
scil. Margareta, Maria, Francisca, ex Margareta conjuge, 
quas morions reliquit haeredes, hoc qualecunque monumen- 
tum posuenmt, per solemnia haec pietatis et amoris sic con- 
tentae parentare, affectui magno non alitor satisfacturae. 

• Al. Napper, iUd,, p. 697. * BoyalifltB* Com- 

positionB Papers, Ser. I., yoL 46, p. 699 ; in the Pablio Beoord Office. 
9 P. 25, for Harleian Society, Lend. 1871. 
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" In eodem tumiilo sepulta jacet piissima D'na Margareta, 
Georgii Napier, armigeri, piissima conjux, quae debitum 

mortalitatis persolvit 24 Apriiis, An. Dom. 1675, aetatis 
suae 64." 

On the monument are the arms of Napier, " Argent, 
a saltire between four roses gules. '' 



Population, Area, and Value of the Parish 

OF Wootton. 

A recent statement of the population, area, and rate- 
able value of the parish is ^ : — 



Population In 
1871. 



1,231 




Rateable 
Value. 



£6,397 



^ From the printed statement of the Board of Guardians of Wood- 
stock Union, September 29, 1873. 



CHAPTEE V. 

HISTORY OF THE RECTORY OF WOOTTON, 

(c. A.D. 1071—1874'.) 

COHHENCEHENT OP HiSTOKT OP EeCTOBY. — ^TlTHES. — GlPT OP 

R. D'Otlet TO Convent op Osenet. — Extbact pbom Chae* 

TUIAKT OP OSENET. — YuL AND ChUBCH INHtrNDBED ROLLS. 

— 'Alianobe de YiTBi. — Escheat op Manob and Advow- 

SON. — Fedigbee op a, de YiTBi. — ^Eno. de Ctgoint. 

Abtaldfs, Rectob op Wootton, and Convent op Osbnet. — 
H. DE Wodestoke. — Pbiob op Mount Cenis.— J. de Do- 
VEBiA. — Taxation op P. Nicholas IY. — ^R. Hoyl. — In- 
QiTismoN OP [Ninths. — Advowson in the Cbown.— Sta- 
txttes op Fbovisobs. — ^Advowson obanted to Convent op 
Bbttebne. — ^Resumed. — Statute 1st Edwabd IY. — ^Peti- 
tion OP Convent. — W. Bbown pbesented by the Cbown, 
— Yalob op Henby YIII. — J. Walkeb. — Cohmissionebs 
op IsT Edwabd YI. — Gbant to J. Dodington. — To A. 
Mauxell. — Sib H. Lee pBEdENTS. — Db. Pinxe conveys 
Advowson to New College. — Notice op Db. Pinke.— 
Bp. Bbideoax. — Pedigbee op Db. Pinke. — School built 
BY J. D'Oyly. — ^Relations op D'Oyley's with "Wootton. 
— Fbesent Yalue of Rectoby. 

HPHE History of the Rectory of Woottoncommene es 
"^ with a notice of the hamlet of Ludwell, Lodwell, 
or Led well. The gift of a portion of the tithes of 
Ludwell may be traced back to an early period^ anterior 
probably to the formation of the parish of Wootton * 

* There is no mention of Wootton in Domesd. Book. See supr,, p. 50. 
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itself, when, circa a.d. 1071, the chapel of St. George, 
within the Castle of Oxford, was founded by Bobert 
d'Oyley, the elder. 

In the chartulary of Oseney Abbey there is this 
notice * of two parts ® of the tithe of Ludwell : — 

" Memorandum, that we have tithes in Lodewell^, of the 
gilt of Robert de Olley, as appears in the great charter of 



^ Trani^ted from the Ghartnlary of Oseney, in the possession of 
the Dean and Chapter of Christ Chnrch, Oxford, fol. 64. 

^ The donation of a portion of the tithes to a religions foundation 
was very common after the Conquest. '* Everywhere abbeys and 
priories rose with greater splendour and magnificence, and once more 
totally eclipsed, in the estimation of the rich and noble, the old 
parish churches. The learning of the monk, his piety, his asceticism, 
his charity to the poor, seemed to point him out as specially deserv- 
ing the contributions and gifts of the devout, and as better qualified 
than any other to turn these gifts to good account. So the great lay 
lords bestowed the churches and tithes in their possession on the 
religious houses, as more competent than themselves to exercise 
the duties of the patron, and watch over the interests of the parish 
church. Some gave two-thirds of their tithes, leaving one-third to 
the incumbent ; some their chapels ; others their cemeteries, &c.** — 
J. S. Brewer, The Endowments and EstdblUhmenU of the Church of 
England, ch. v. p. 85, Lond., S.P.C.K., 1873. 

^ The tithes formed part of the possessions of the barony which 
Bobert d'Oyley held, but the way in which certain land was acquired 
by him in Ludwell, appears to be described in Domesday : " The 
same Bainald holds of the king one hide and a-half in LudeweU : land 
of one carucate: there is half an acre of meadow: it was worth 
XX. shillings, now v. shillings. King W. gave this to Bobert at the 
siege of Susanna.'* — Oxon., xxviii. The fruitless siege of Susanna, 
in Maine, a.d. 1083, which was raised after it had lasted for three 
years, is described by Ordericus Yitalis. — Sir H. Ellis, A General 
Introduction to Domesday Book, vol. i. p. 17, Lond. 1833. For the 
question of the identification of LudeweU, and for B. d'Oyley, see 
supr., p. 51. 
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the same, above written under the title, ' In what manner 
the Chnrch of St. George was given to the Canons of Oseney,' 
namely, by Bobert d'Oyley, the younger, ajd. 1149." 

The account of the gift of the tithe by Bobert 
d*Oyley, the elder, and of the transference of it by 
Robert d'Oyley, the younger, has been mentioned •. 

In a transcript of the " Great Charter of Robert de 
OUey, concerning the foundation of the House of 
Oseney,'* in the " Monasticon V' there is the gift of — 

4 

" Two parts of the tithe of everything which is accustomed 
to be tithed from all the demesnes of both honours, which 
are adjacent to the Castle of Oxford, that is to say, from . . . 
Ludewelle . . ." 

Alianore de Vitr^, Countess of Salisbury, held « the 
Manor of Wootton, a.d. 1216 ; and the vill of Wootton, 
with the church, is stated in the Rolls of the Hundreds^ 
to have belonged to her, and after her death to have 
come into the possession of the king by escheat. But 
the first distinct notice of the church is in the fifth 
year of Henry III., 1220-1, when Alianore de Vitr^ 
presented to the church of Wootton ^ 



• History of Woodst., pp. 280-2. ' Dugd. Jifon., 
vol. vi. p. 251, note : — " That is to say, D'Oyley and D'lvry, that 
is, St. Walery." « Rott. Lit, Glaus,, vol. i. p. 286, 
Lond. 1833. ^ Vol. ii. pp. 866, 7. 

* Extracts from the Lincoln Registers in Dodsw. MS., vol. 107, 
f. 1, in the Bodl. Library. " D'na comitissa Sarr.,'* in both the edi- 
tions of Eennett's Parochial Antiquities^ is erroneously printed in 
extenso as " Ela," and with a wrong date, 1226, the regnal and pon- 
tifical years being confosed. 
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In the seventeenth year of Henry III., 1233, on the 
death of Alianore, the yill of Wootton, as is noticed 
above^ fell to the king ; and on August 18th ^, in the 
same year^ an order was given to the bailiff of Oxford 
to let the executors have all the farming-stock which 
he had in the vill of Wootton, which was taken into 
the hand of the king, saving only to the king the crops 
in the ground. 

The following sketch will shew the pedigree of 
' Alianore de Vitr^ ^, as Countess of Salisbury : — 

Patrick d* Eyerenx, = Ela, 



cr. Earl of Salisbury, 
by the Empress 
Maud, ob. 1167. 



dr. of William 
Talvais. 



I 
William, = Alianore de Vitr6, 



Earl 1167, ob: 
1196, s.p.m. 



dr. of Bobert de Vitr6, 
ob. 1233. 



Ela", = William Longesp^e, 
nat. 1188, I Earl 1198, >r6 uxorU^ 
ob. 1261. I ob. 1226. 

In the eighteenth year of Henry III., 1234, the 
king committed the Manor of Wootton, which had be- 
longed to Alianore de Yitr^ ^^ and had come into his 

^ Excerpt, e Rott, Fin., ed. C. Boberts, vol. i. p. 247, Lond. 1835. 

1 See Hist of Wqodst., p. 52, where the pedigree is continued ; and 
compare W. L. Bowles and J. G. Nichols, Annals of Lacock Abbey, 
passim, Lond. 1835. 

» Ela, Conntess of Salisbury, founded Lacock Abbey in 1232, 
entered it as a nun in 1238, and was made abbess in 1240. Dngd. 
Mon., vol. vi. p. 500. 

■ Excerpt, e Rott. Fin., u. s., p. 254, where, however, it is printed 
** Albr* Comitissa Sarr," by an error in transcription, it would seem, 
from the abbreviation of " Alianora,** as written in the original MS. 
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hand on tlie occasion of lier death in the year previous^ 
to Engelard de Cygoiny ®, on the payment yearly of 
JE24 5Jd. He died in or before the year 1244. 

In A.D. 1257, an agreement was made ^ after an in- 
quisition, between Artald, Rector of Wootton, and 
the Canons of Oseney, respecting the tithes above- 
mentioned \ in the following terms : — 

" Inquisition made concerning the tithes in Lodewell : — 
'* Know all ye who shall see or hear the letters present, 
that, whereas the Abbot and Convent of Oseney had re- 
ceived peacefully in the parish of Wotton, from a time 
whereof the memory existeth not, two parts of the tithes 
arising out of the lordship of Lodewell, of the Honor of "Wal- 
ingiford, and belonging to the Church of St. George, in the 
Castle of Oxford, and the Bector of the Church of "Wotton 
had received the third part of the tithes from the same lord- 
ship, an Inquisition was made of abundant caution and for 
greater security on the day of St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
[August 24th], in the year of our Lord the twelve hundred 
and fifty-seventh, respecting the aforesaid tithes, by men 
worthy of trust, on their oath, that is to say, Peter le Gygur, 
"Walter, son of Gilbert, John, son of Beginald, Geoffrey, son 
of John le Wal, Hervey, son of "William, who, their oath 
being taken, said, in the presence of brother Bobert le Bel, 
C£inon of Oseney, Hymbert de Turre, servant of Master 



^ Engelard de Cygoiny is noticed in the History of Woodstochf 
p. 74, and notes, p. 440. He was sheriff of Berkshire and Oxford- 
shire, in the year aboye mentioned, holding the office in 17, 18 
Henry HI., 1233, 4. See Davenport's Lords Lieutenants and Sheriffs 
of Oxfordsh,, p. 14. p Translated from the Oseney Char- 

tnlary, n. s., p. 64. i Supr,, pp. 61-3. 

7 
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Artald, then Beotor of the Church of Wotton, John, lord of 
Lodewell, Bohert of Wotton, John Ermine> Hervey Ermine, 
Thomas of Fulewell, John, the chaplain of Glinton, Jordan 
the clerk, and others, that the Abhot and Convent of Oseney 
received of old time two parts of the tithes arising from the 
lands under- written, that is to say, in the west field of Lode- 
well, on the south side of the lord's garden, from seven acrel, 
which are called La Wrighedeland ; also from two acres; 
also from two acres in Hangendelonde ; also frt)m two acres 
in Middelfurlung, near unto la Grene; also from one acre 
which is called Smocacre, on the south side of the lord*s gar- 
den ; also from three acres in Langelond ; also from two 
acres by Longe Mode ; also from three acres at Alvybeden ; 
also from two acres in Bikeweye frirlong, in the east part ; 
also from three acres in Littledene, in the east part; also 
from three acres in the croft of Peter le Gygur ; in the east 
field, from the whole croft of Henry, containing three acres ; 
also from the whole piece which is called Leye Peche, con- 
taining three acres, except one acre by Aybrichesmede ; also 
from two acres outside the lord*s bam, in the north part; 
also from five acres in Longe Crofte ; also from two acres at 
La Gore, above Little Mode ; also from nine acres in Hanghen- 
delond ; also from one acre, which is called Meyeshevelond ; 
also from three acres, extending to Bammeswell ; also from 
three acres, which are called La Gh>re ; also from six acres in 
tillfige, which are called Fyfyerde ; also from two acres above 
Mapledorewell hulle ; also from two acres in Grenediches 
furlong. Now, in order that the said inquisition may ever 
be remembered, the Abbot of Oseney and Master Artald, 
the Bector of the Church of Wotton, have affixed their seals 
to this writing, made after the manner of a chirograph, of 
which one part remains with the Abbot and Convent of 
Oseney, and the other part with Master Artald. 

''This writing was made at Oseney, on the Eve of St. 
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Giles, Abbot [September Ist], in the year of onr Lord afore- 
named. 

^* Sum total of acres, seventy-eiglit and a-half." 

1277. Henry db Wodestocke was Rector of Wootton, 
and died in or about the year 1277'^ There is a 
notice of him in the ** History of Woodstock ■." Upon 
his death the king, Edward I., granted the church to 
the Prior and Convent of Mont Cenis *, at which time 
the value of the rectory, as appears from the Bolls of 
the Hundreds, was as follows^ : — 

''The king of England has in the vill of Wotton two 
carucates ; and the same king gave it to the Prior and Con- 
vent of Mountseynes for their own uses ; and one virgate of 
land, of the fee of the king, belongs to the Church of Woot- 
ton ; and whoever shall be Rector of the Church is to give 
to the king yearly threepence at the Feast of St. Michael, 
and to find four men at the great mowing in autumn, at the 
king's maintenance ; and the Rector is to be taxed for the 
said virgate as the other tenants.*' 

The inrolment of the charter is preserved in the 
Public Record Office : — 

**The Prior of Mont Cenis, Wotton- by -Woodstok, ad- 
vowson of the Church to himself and his successors^. 

" The King to the Archbishops, &c. Know ye that we. 



' In 1278, Andrew of Wodesioke was presented to the Chnrch of 
Combe by the Abbot and Oonvent of Eynsham, which was yaoant by 
the death of Henry de Wodestoke, on 5 Gal. Mar. Dodsw. MS., vol. 107. 

• P. 92. * Bott, Hvmdr., vol. ii. p. 866 ; infr,, p. 68. « u. s. 

^ Translated from Chart. An. 5 Ed. I. m. 5, (a.d. 1277) ; in the 
Public Becord Office. 
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of love and affection, and for the health of our soul and of 
the souls of our ancestors and of our heirs, have given, 
granted, and by this our charter confirmed unto the Prior 
and Canons of Mont Cenis, the advowson of the Church of 
Wotton-without-Wodestok, to have and to hold to the same 
Prior and Canons and their successors, for free, pure, and 
perpetual alms, with all things pertaining to the same, with- 
out let or impediment of us or of our heirs. Wherefore we 
will and firmly decree, for us and our heirs, that the afore- 
said Prior and Canons and their successors, do have and hold 
the advowson aforesaid for free, pure, and perpetual alms, 
with all things pertaining to the same, without let or impe- 
diment of us or of our heirs as is aforesaid. These being 
witnesses, the Yen. Peter ^, Bp. of Bath and "Wells, our Chan- 
cellor, and others. 

"By our hand at .... the first day of October." 

In the extracts from the Lincoln Registers among 
the Harleian MSS y. it appears that : — 

** In 1278, on April the seventh, Joseph de Doveria, 
priest, was presented by the prior of the Hospice of the blessed 
Mary of Mont Cenis to the vicarage of the Church of Woot- 
ton, newly ordained, which Church, after the death of Sir « 
Henry de Wodestok, the last rector of the same, was ap- 
propriated to the aforesaid hospice.** 

There is a notice of the value of the church, a.d. 
1291 % which is in these terms : — 



* Bobert Bninel, Bp. of Bath and Wells, a.d. 1274, was Keeper of 
the Great Seal. Beatson's Pol, Ind,, yol. i. pp. 120, 230, Lond. 1788. 

r Harl. MS. 6950-4, ad an. 20 Bio. GraveBend, Bp. of Linooln. 

» For the title ** Sir " given to the clergy, see Hist, of Woodst., p. 370. 

* Tax. Eccl. P. Nic. IV., p. 31, Lond. 1802. 
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" The Church of Wootton, with the Chapels of Ludwell 
and Horedle, after deductions, £20. 

** Pension of the Abbot of Oseney in the same, 6s." 

It will be observed that there is mention of ebapels 
existing at that date in tbe bamlets of Ludwell and 
Hordley. 

A.D. 1316 there is this presentation : — 

" On the Wednesday neijt after the feast of St. Clement^ 
[November 23rd], Ricjiard Hoyl was presented at the instance 
of the prior and brethren of Mont Cenis, in the diocese of 
Turin, to the vicarage of the Church of Wootton, as appro- 
priated to them." 

The value of the church of Wootton in the time of 
Edward III. appears as follows, in the " Calendar ° of 
the Inquisition of Ninths,*' as granted to the king : — 

" The parochial Church of Wotton, with all its portions, 
is taxed at £20 Gs., of which the ninths, as aforesaid, are as^ 
sessed at £12, as appears by an inquisition taken on the oath 
of John Wyk, Adam Draper, John le Budel, John Roggers, 
William de Holeweyef, William Ponteyu, who say, that the 
ninths of the said parish are not worth more than is afore- 
said ; that the glebe, with hay, is worth £8 68. ; and there 
are not in the same, as they say, owners of chattels, &c." 

The advowson is found to have again belonged to 
the Crown. But at what date, or by what means it 
reverted, is not known. It was the policy of the 



^ Harl. MS., a. s., ad an. 20 Jo. Dalderby, Bp. of Liucohi. 
« CaL Nan. I7ig.,p. 138, Lond. 1807. 
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Crown to resist papal encroachment^ and specially the 
practice of conferring benefices and other ecclesiastical 
promotions upon aliens. For this purpose the statute 
of prodsorSy 25 Edw. IIL, st 5, c. 23, was passed, 
against provision of abbeys and priories. By statute 
6 of the same year, the papal provision of benefices 
was prohibited, with which is to be compared the 
statute against provisors of 38 Edward III. The statute 
of 25 Edward III. was confirmed by statute ^ 13 Richard 
IL, st. 11, c. 2, which was recited in statute 1 Henry 
v., c. 6, 7, A.D. 1413, by which alien priories were 
dissolved ®. It is possible that under the provisions of 
the last, or some other of these statutes, the advowson 
of Wootton may have been taken from the CSonvent of 
Mont Cenis, and restored to the king. 

But whatever may be the history of the patronage 
becoming vested in the Crown, the church of Wootton 
was granted a.d. 1440 to the Abbot and Convent of 
Bruerne, with a licence of appropriation, by letters 
patent of Henry VI., dated at Woodstock : — 

*' For the advowson of the Church of Wotton-by-Wood- 
stock, of the gift of the king, with a licence of appropriation^ 
** Concerning the Abbot and Convent of Bruerne. 
'' The king to all to whom, &c. Know ye that of our special 



' Statutes of the Realms yoI. ii. p. 172, fol., Lend. 1806. 

« The date of the dissolnidon of alien priories is not always given 
correctly. But the year assigned above is stated on the authority of 
the Statutes of the Realm, n. s. 

' Translated from 3 Pat. 18 Henr. YI., m. 8, a.d. 1440, in the Public 
Beoord Office. 
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grace we have granted to our beloved in Christ, the Abbot 
and Convent of Brueme, in the County of Oxon, the advow- 
8on of the parochial Church of Wotton-without-Wodestok, 
in the county aforesaid, which is of our patronage, to have 
and to hold to the same Abbot and Convent and their suc- 
cessors for ever of us and our heirs, by the service of eight 
pounds yearly, to be paid to us and our said heirs yearly at 
the Feasts of St. Michael and Easter, by equal portions, for 
all services whatsoever, and that they may be able to appro- 
priate the said Church, and to have and to hold it so appro- 
priated to themselves and their successors for their own pro- 
per uses, for the aid and sustentation of the Abbey aforesaid, 
and for Divine Services therein to be maintained, and to pray 
for our royal state, as long as we shall live in the world, and 
for our soul, when we shall depart from this life, and for the 
souls of the nobles, our progenitors and predecessors, for ever, 
the statute published concerning lands and tenements not to 
be put in mortmain notwithstanding. In testimony whereof, 
&c. The king at his manor of Wodestok, on the eighth day 
of August, by writ 6f Privy Seal." 

The grant was resumed a.d. 1461. When Ed- 
ward IV. had gained the battle of Towton, and had 
succeeded to the crown, the Parliament, assembled at 
Westminster s, pronounced the reigns of the three 
last kings an usurpation, and declared that the then 
king had been rightly seised of the crown and the pro- 
fits of the realm from the fourth of March, as fully as 
they were enjoyed by Richard II. at the close of his 
reign. The grants which had been made by Henry 
IV., v., and VI., with certain exceptions, were re- 

9 Statute 1 Edward IV., aj>. 1461, as translated in Statutes of the 
Realms n. s., p. 882. 
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yoked. One such exception was in favour of any, 
'^Licence made by any of such pretensed kings to 
any person or persons to hold or retain any advow- 
son of Church in proper use by way of licence or 
(*of/ note,) appropriation." But there was also this 
provision : " So that any such advowson pertain not 
to the Crown.*' 

This exception took the appropriated Rectory of 
Wootton out of the protection of the statute. The 
Abbot and Convent of Brueme lost their privilege of 
appropriation, and the advowson reverted to the Crown. 
In consequence of this they presented a petition to the 
king in 1464, when the Church appears to have be- 
come vacant, praying that they might be held free 
from the payment of arrears, and that they might have 
the advowson restored to them. 

The petition was in this form : — 

" To^ our liege lord the king. 

**Mekely besecheth unto youre highnesse youre humble 
and continuell orators, John Abbott and Covent of the 
Abbey or hows of Breweme, in your Counte of Oxonford, of 
the order of Cistyeux, which have but litell lifloode to lyve 
by, but only by husbandry. That where Henry the 6, late 
Kyng of this Koyaume in dede and not of right, havyng con- 
siderac'on of the exilite and poverte of the said hous, and 
theire grete hospitalite and continuell keping of Dyvyne Ser- 
vice, that youre said bisechers theire had to theire importable 
costis, by his letters paten tes* graunted unto your saide 
orators the advouson of the parisse Chirche of "Wotton with- 

^ Harl. MS. 6962, f. 197, ad ann. 1464. » See suj^r,, p. 70. 
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oute Wodestoke, in the Counte aforestdde, thanne being of 
his patronage in dede and not of riglit, paying therefore 
yerely to him and to his heirs in his excheker viii^ of which 
advouson yonre saide orators were pe'sibly seised nnto the 
tyme that the saide advonson by auctorite of Farliamint, 
holden in the tyme of the saide late Kyng at Westminster, 
was resumed ; so that £rom that tyme hitherto youre seide 
oratonrs had never any profit or avayle by the same advou- 
son, and sith the begynnyng of youre reigne the said advouson 
hath been still in yourse gracious handes, and yit is, that 
notwitbstandyng your seide oratours for the paiement yerly to 
you of the saide viii^. Plesse hit youre highnesse these pre- 
misses tenderly to consider, and theruppon to pardon, forgit, 
and relesse unto youre said alle arrerages of the saide viii^^ 
yerly, and also of youre more habundant and specialle grace 
to graunte unto your saide oratours and their successours 
for evermore youre gracious letters patentes in due forme 
to be made under your saide grete seal of the saide ad- 
vouson, &c." 

It appears that the petition was not allowed, at least 
60 far as relates to the advowson, for the next entry 
is : " William Browne, priest, presented by King Ed- 
ward to the Church of Wotton, August 28th, 1464^." 
And it is in agreement with this that there is no 
mention of any estate in Wootton belonging to the 
Abbey in the valuation of Henry VIII. now to be 
mentioned. 

1636. At the valuation^ instituted by Henry VIII. 
the notice of the Church of Wootton was as follows : — 



^ Translated from Harl. MS., a. s., f. 198. > VaL Ecel, 

Henr, VIIL, vol. ii. p. 186. 
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" WOTTOK. 

'^ John Walkes, clerk, Sector in the same, oad his Bectory 
is worth yearly : — 

'' In all tithes and offerings and other 
profits and emoluments to the same 
belonging, let to farm to John 
Worth, G«nt., for a term of years £ %, d, 
by indenture . • • . xvi 

'^ In payment of the Bp. of Lincoln, 
procurations and synodals . . x yu ob. 

^' And to the Abbot of Eynsham and 
his successors, from a yearly pen- 
sion, yearly .... vi viii 

''Sum of the allocutions . . . xvii iiiob. q. 

" And there remains clear . . . xv ii viii" [sic] 

John Walker was also Bector of the neighbouring 
parish of Tacldey ™. 

It appears also that a composition for a portion of 
the tithes, which should have been paid to the Abbot 
of Oseney, had lapsed, for there is this entry under the 
notice of Oseney Abbey ^ : — " Woodstock. From vi«. 
for a portion of the tithe therein paid by the Bector of 
Wotton. NiV 

1547. The notice of the parish of Wootton in the 
certificate^ of the Commissioners appointed under 
Act 1st Edward YI., c. 14, for inquiring into the chan- 

» Vol, Eeel. Hewr. VIII., toI. ii. p. 184. » Ibid,, p. 222. 

• See HiiU of WoodsL, pp. 870-3. 
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tries and other endowments granted to Henry VIII. 
by Act 37th Henry VIII., c. 4, is :— 

" The p'she of Wotton, whar are houslyng people, S* ii^ 
[four score] ; a lamp-light and other lights ; incumhent, none ; 
yerely value iii*. xivc?. P; no ornaments." 

The endowments were seised into the king's hands. 
. In the third year of Edward VI., 1649, this became 
the property of John Dodington, who purchased the 
farm of various obit lands in Stonfylde, Longcombe, 
and other places, and among them the one in Wootton, 
described ^ as : — 

" The rent or farm of one acre of land therein, lately in the 
tenure of William Gregur at will, given for a certain light, 
yearly, fourpence." 

It was sold by J. Dodington in the same year to 
Simon Perrot, who conveyed it to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, A.D. 1682. 

At a date between a.d. 1549 and 1607, the Crown 
appears to have become disentitled to the right of 
presentation'. This may possibly have taken place 
in 1669, and if such is the case, may be explained 
by a sale being effected on the occasion, which is 
referred to in the following document, and by a sub- 
sequent conveyance being made by the grantee to 
Sir Henry Lee. The document occurs among the 

p Perhaps one endowment was of the value of 3s., and the re- 
mainder of Is. 2d. 

1 Translated from Particulars of Grants, 13 Jnly, 3 Ed. TI., sect. 
2 ; Augment. Office ; in the Public Becord Office. For the subsequent 
history see tn/r. ch. Tiii. ' ' See " List of Hectors," infr,^ ch. vi. 
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particulars *, attached to the queen's warrant under the 
privy signet for the making of a grant to Anthony 
Mauxell, dated January 28th, 1659. In " the names 
of property purchased and of its possessors," there is 
8; short " Valuation of the Rectory of Wotton, Oxon., 
rated for Robert Bellowe, or Kellowe, 27 Jan. 1559," 
from which it appears that it was worth yearly, £16 
2s. 8id. ; the tithe being £1 Os. 3id. 

Sir Henry Lee presented to the rectory in 1607 and 
1609*. The Crown again presented in 1641 ™. 

In or about the year 1647, the advowson was pur- 
chased, as Dr. Rawlinson states, of Sir Henry Lee^, 
successor of the former Sir H. Lee, by Dr. Pinke, 
Warden of New College, for five hundred pounds ^ ; 
and on May 22nd of the same year was settled by him 
upon the college'', with the condition that the person 



■ Fartionlars of Grants, 2nd Elizabeth, 28 Jan. 1559, Augment. 
Office ; in the Public Record Office. This is endorsed : " Memorand"^. 
The Qnenes Ma^^* hath certeyn lands in the hamlett of Wotton in the 
conntie of Oxon, to thevalae of xii^^ ziiii". byyere charged before me. 
And there is no mann^ o^ other lands in the hamlett of Wotton 
charged before me." This is certified by the auditor. 

' See " List of Rectors," infr,, ch. Ti. For Sir H. Lee, see Hist, of 
Woodstock^ p. 212 ; sttpr., p. 13. 

^ The presentation by the Crown in 1641 is not aoconnted for. 
It occurs in the ** List of Rectors," u. s. 

* Rawl. MS., B. 400 F., f. 72^, in the Bodleian Library. The state- 
ment is confirmed by a letter with which the Warden of New College 
has favoured the writer: " July 1, 1874. You are correct in suppos- 
ing that the Rectory was purchased by Dr. Pinke from the Lee family. 
J. E. SeweU." 

y See Ingram's Memor, ofOxf., toI. i.. New Coll., p. 15, for the sum. 

' Ibid.^ and Wood's HUU and Ant, of Coll, and HalU, by Gutch, 
p. 186, Oxf. 1786. 



v.] Notice of Br. Pinhe. 77 

presented should be a fellow of the college^ and not 
holding a benefice at the time of presentation ^. Dr. 
Pinke died on November 2nd, in the same year^ and 
was buried in the outer chapel, between the pulpit 
and the screen, where the following inscription was 
placed on a small grave-stone to his memory ° : — 

** Hie jacet Bobebtus Pinke, 
SS.T.D. Obiit, 1647." 

It is pleasing to think that the patronage which he 
had formerly extended to a member of the same col- 
lege, who, on his first coming to Oxford, had need of 
such help, was not forgotten by the recipient when he 
attained to a high position ; for, in 1677, after an in- 
terval of thirty years from his death. Dr. Brideoake, 
then Bishop of Chichester, placed another monument 
in the chapel, which has been thus described ^ : — 

" On the west wall, on the north side of the west door, is 
a verv fair monument of white marble, containing the statue 
of a man to the middle, with this inscription under it : — 

" * Hie sunt reconditi cineres Eobesti Pinkb, SS.T.D., 
et CoUegii hujusce Custodis an. xxx. ; viri ut artium et 
literarum, ita Philosophiae et Theologiae scientia prae- 
stantissimi. Natus est Wensladae agro Southton. A® Xti. 
M.D. Ixxii. 

" * Vixit Collegio pater, academiae acerrimus propugnator, 

• Skelton's Ant. of Oxfordsh,, Wootton Hnndr., p. 25, Oxf. 1823. 
•» Wood's Hm«., u. s., p. 190. * « IHd,, p. 209. 

* Wood's HiaUj p. 208; of. Wood's Ath. Oxon., vol. ii. o. 58. 
ed. 1692. 
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et in pauperes eroganda pecunia diyeB; chams etiam ac- 
ceptusque regibus, primum quidem Jacobo insignem p]R)pter 
in disputando dezteritatem ; deinceps yero regi Carolo, cui 
fidem Buam, togatam conscribendo militiam, comprobavit; 
Procurator senior hdgz.; Yicecancellarius quinqnies; semel 
in carcere indusus. 

'' ' Denique iniqnis temporibus, et quoad vixit, ut singular! 
pietate ecclesiam, ita animi fortitudine plurimum omavit 
rempub. 

" * Obiit Oxoniae, unoxLTn. 

'^^Optime de se merenti patrono monumentum boc gr. 
an. fecit Radulfhtis Bridjboaxe, Ep'us Cieest. An« D*" 



iLDCLxxrn.' " 



C( 



Arms : Arg., five lozenges in pale guL within a bordure 
az., charged with eight crosses pat6e fitch6e, or." 
Wood remarks ® that : — 

'^ Dr. Pinke was imprisoned for his loyalty in raising and 
settling the University militia for the defence of it from the 
common incursions of the enemy, and for endeavouring to 
make the citizens provide also men and arms for the defence 
of their city, they being then backward in so doing." 

He was Rector of Stanton St. John^ in Oxfordshire, 
and of Coleme^ in Wiltshire', 

The influence which Dr. Pinke's benefaction has had 
upon the interests of the parish by transferring the 
patronage to New College may justify this lengthened 
notice of the donor. Mention is made of Dr. Bride- 
cake in the " History of Woodstock »/' as visiting the 
Speaker Lenthall in his last illness. 

« Fasti Oxon.f voL ii 690, ed. 1692. ' Wood's Hist, of 

ColL and HalU, n. s., p. 180. r Pp. 432, 8. 
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A sketch of liis pedigree is^ : — 



of Eempshott, in 
par. of "Wins- 
lade, 00. Sonth- 
ampton. 



John Finke, = 
of Byton, North- I 
amptonshire. , | 

Henry, = Elizabeth Page, 



of SoTington, in 
par. of Oheriton, 
Hampshire. 



Bobert, 
Warden of New Coll. 

The latest benefaction in aid of the ecclesiastical pro- 
vision for the parish of Wootton, has lately been made 
by Miss Jane D*Oyly, sister-in-law of Colonel Thomas^ 
of Woodstock House^ who has built and endowed an 
infant school in Old Woodstock as a parochial school. 
It will be observed that the donor bears a name which 
has been associated with the ecclesiastical relations of 
the parish of Wootton from the time when Kobert 
d'Oyley^, the elder, conferred upon the canons of 
Oseney two third parts of the tithes of Ludwell, leav- 
ing the remaining third part to the priest of the ham- 
let. The name of d'Oyley, in consequence, h€is been 
connected with the parish for eight centuries. 

The present value ^ of the rectory is : — 

<' Glebe, 564 acres; tithe, £259; gross income, £845, 
and house.'' 

^ Visitations of Oxfordsh., pp. 290, 1, Lond., Harl Soc., 1871. 
* Supr.t pp. 61-3. k Orockford'B Clerical Directory, 1872. 



CHAPTEE VI. 

LIST OF RECTORS OF WOOTTON. 
Eablieb Rectobs. — Lateh Rectobs. — ^T. Hjlrbis. — W. Jen- 

XINSOW, CUKATE. J. WalKER. J. ChAPMAN. — J. TaTL- 

70BD. — J. Lee. — T. Jowsita. — E. Ftjlham. — ^J. Hoffman. — 

R. RowLAiTDsoN. — R. BowsHEB. — T. Lee. — J. Cabt. 

J. Banks. — T. R. Bebzelet.— L. C. Lee. — "W. B. Lee. — 

F. P. WiCKHAM. 

List of Eectors. 

"DESIDES the earlier Eectors* who, in a few in- 
stances have been already mentioned, the names 
of the following have been ascertained : — 

1527. Thomas Harris ^ whose will is dated on 
February 4th, 1627; to which his curate, William 
Jenkinson, was witness, who also was at Wootton 
in 1637 «. 

1635. John Walker. He was rector at the time 
of the Valuation of Henry VIII. in 1636 \ and re- 
signed in 1649. He was also Rector of Tackley ®. 

1649. John Chapman, presented ^ by the Crown, on 
the resignation of John Walker. 

• See pp. 65, 7-9, 73, aupr. * See " Extracts from Willfl," 

infr,t ch. vii. « Ibid. * See sttpr,, p. 74. « See Ibid. 

' The names are taken from the Institation and Visitation Books 
of the diocese. See MS. Collections for Ozon. in the Bodleian 
Library. 
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1607. John Tatlford, wha died in 1607 fi^. 

1607. John Lee, S.T.B., presented by Sir Henry 
Lee, on the deftth of John Tftylford. 

He has receiyed this notice in Wood's " Fasti Oxon- 
lensis ^ : — 

**A.D. 1608, Doctor of Divinity, June 1, Joli. Lea, of 
S. John's Coll. He was of the gentile family of the Leas, or 
Lees, of Quarrendon, in Bucks., and of Dichley, in Oxford- 
shire, was chaplain to the most noble knight Sir Hen. Lea, 
was beneficed in both counties, and dying about 1609, was 
buried in S. John's Coll. Chappell, to the adorning of which 
he was a special benefactor. He also gave many books to 
the library." 

The living which he held in Buckinghamshire was 
Fleet Marston. 

He was grandson ^ of Sir Anthony Lee, nephew of 
Sir Henry Lee, and son of Cromwell Lee, of Holywell, 
Oxford, and Mary, daughter of Sir John Harcourt, 
and widow of Hichard Taverner. 

His burial in the College Chapel is thus noticed 
among the epitaphs in Wood's " History of the Col- 
leges and Halls ^ :" — 

''John Lea, sometime feUow, died Oct. 29, 1609, and was 
buried in the chapel.' ' 

1609, December 8th. Thomas Johnes, presented by 
Sir Henry Lee, on the death of John Lee. He was 

8^ In an extract from the Fariflh Eegister, in Bawl. M^., infr,, p. 93, 
it is 1600, qn. by a mistake in copying. ^ Vol. 1. c. 802, ed. 1691. 

^ For the pedigree, and some other information, derived from a 
Fellow of St. John's College, see F. G. L. [Fred. Geo. Lee] , in J. G. 
Nichols' Herald atid GeneaUt vol. iii. p. 122,. Lond.^ lS65v 

^ Ed. by Gutoh, nrit.y p. 5&k 

G 
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rector, at least until 1630, as in tliat year lie attended 
the Bishop's visitation. 

1641. Edward Fulham, presented by the king. 

In the same year he was also elected Proctor in Con- 
vocation, and^ as is stated ^,— 

'' "Was a zealons promoter of granting large subsidies for 
the support of the Crown. In consequence of which articles 
were exhibited against him in Parliament, and he was taken 
into custody of the serjeant-at-arms ; and &om that time till 
the Eestoration suffered imprisonments, sequestrations, and 
plunderings, and at last was forced to fly into Italy. They 
extorted a resignation of his Eectory of Wootton, to obtain 
his liberty ; by which means he was insulted by the intruder 
when the king came in. He was prebend of Chichester in 
1641, and resigned this preferment in 1682. He was allowed 
to retain the Eectory of Hampton Poyle for some time during 
the usurpation. In the year 1660, he was made Canon of 
, "Windsor, and about that time was for a short period Vicar of 
Henley-on-Thames ^, 

" He died, possest of his canonry, in the year 1695 ^, and 
now lies buried in the chancel belonging to his manor of 
. Compton Eastbury, in the county of Surrey, and of him 
a learned divine made this epitaph : — 

' Hie jacet Edvardus Pulham, S.T.P. 
Begibus, Carolo primo et secundo, h. sacris ; 
Pro utroque carcere, proscriptione, et exilio honestatus. 
Hoc tandem recessu nonagenarius excessit h vita, 
Yicesimo prime die Dec. anno salutis 1695. 
Priscae fidei, ecclesiae AngHcanae ®, reliquiae.' " 

^ Walker'8 Sufferings of the Clergy ^ part ii. p. 16, Lend. 1714. 
» Wood's Athen, Oxon., Tol. ii o. 396, ed. 1692. » Walker, u. b. 
o It is so printed. But qn. whether it should be : ** Priscae fidei 
ecclesiae AngHcanae reliquiae," the commas being omitted. 
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1656. John Hoffman was rector in 1655 p, and 
1664 ^. Wood' gives some particulars of him and his 
family. It appears that he was a German^ that his 
son was of Balliol College^ and became Lecturer of 
St. George's, Botolph-lane, and afterwards by the 
patronage of the Lord Chancellor rector of a church 
in Sussex^ and published '^ A Sermon on Eomans xv. 
5-7," Lond. 1683. 

1687. Richard Eowlandson was rector in 1687*, 
and died in 1691. 

His monument exists in the chancel. 

1692, March 17th. Robert Bowsher, LL.B., pre- 
sented by Henry Beeston, Warden of New College. 

His monument, a large flat stone, has the surface 
with the inscription nearly worn away. 

1720, April 28th. Thomas Lee, LL.B., presented 
by New College, on the death of Robert Bowsher. 

It appears from the monument to him on the south 
wall of the chancel, now in part illegible, that he was 
of an ancient family in Shropshire. 

1756, January 27th. John Gary, M.A., presented 
by New College, on the death of Thomas Lee. 

His monument is a flat stone in the chancel, with 
a long inscription, commencing : — 

" Sacred to the memory of the Rev. John Carey, M.A., 
maily years Fellow of INTew Coll., Buccessiyely Rector of 
Mansfield, and Rector of this parish.** 



P See infr,, p. 94. <i Oxf. Dioc. Visitation, Berks. 

' Fasti Oxon,, vol. ii. o. 863, ed. 1692. ■ See infr,, pp. 89, 94. 

Hist, of Wood8t,f p. 445. 
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In the subsequent portion mention \b made of bis 
cbarity, and of a benefaction made by will for a school, 
which was afterwards built. 

1764^ August 11th. John Banks, M.A., presented 
by New College on the death of John Gary. 

1786, August 14th. Thomas Bowland Berkeley^ 
D.D.^ presented by New College on the death of John 
Banks. 

1825, July 1st. Lancelot Charles Lee^ M.A., 
presented by New College, on the death of Thomas 
Bowland Berkeley. 

He resigned the Rectory of Wootton in 1836, and 
died in 1841, and is buried in the churchyard, near 
the priest's door. There is a monument in the church 
on the south wall, from the inscription on which it 
appears that he was a benefactor to the school 

1836, December 6th. William Blackstone Lee, 
presented by New College on the resignation of Lan- 
celot Charles Lee. 

There is a monument to Mr. Lee in the churchyard, 
and to his daughter Alice, who died in 1870. 

1874. Frederick Peers Wickham, M.A., presented 
by New College on the death of William Blackstone 
Lee. 



CHAPTEE VII. 

NOTICE OF WOOTTON CHURCH. 
Descbtftzok of Chttrch. — Di dication. — Inscbiption oisr 

POECH. — MOKTTKENTS. — I. AKD "W. HaBRIS. E. AlTD H. 

KowLAiTDSOir. — W. Beotheeton. — Famiit op Ceisp.— 
A. Pope. — J. Chttech. — J. Geeooet. — H. Beeston . — 
Vaeious. — ^De. Rawlinsoh's Exteacts peom Registees.— 
— Absteacts op Wills op Benepactoes. 

WOOTTON CHURCH » has the common charac- 
teristics of an ordinary parish church of fair size. 
It has no remains of Norman work, which is in accord- 
ance with the remarks which have been offered ^ upon 
the late formation of the parish. On approaching it 
from the village on the south side, the Early English 
porch, with a good doorway, and an inscription in the 
gable, is to be noticed. The nave has no aisle on the 
south ; there is an Early English doorway, and a De- 
corated window of two lights ; the clerestory windows 
are Perpendicular. 

The chancel is of plain Decorated work, the east 
window has four lights, and on the outside, below the 
cross on the gable and above the window, is an angel 
with a shield having a coat of arms, apparently that of 
William of Wykeham, but it is not plain to one looking 

* There is a desoription of thiB ohnreh in the Ouide to the Arch. 
Ant, in the Neighbourhood of Oxf., p. 122, Oxf., for Arch. Soc, 1846. 
^ Supr.f pp. 60, 1. 
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at it from below. On the soatli side is the mark of 
a low side window % which is blocked up. 

There is a north aisle, which is separated from the 
nave by Early English piers and arches, not Tery good 
specimens of that style. The font, which is in this 
aisle, is plain, octagonal, and of Early English date. 
The windows and door, now blocked np, are of Deco- 
rated character. At the east end, adjoining the chan- 
cel, there is an angle, apparently intended to allow of 

* YariouB purposes hftve been assigned to this window. Bat the 
nse of it has not been determined with oertainty. In the Glossary of 
Architecture, it is observed: "There is a yery remarkable window 
fonnd in a great nmnber of chnrches .... it is of small size, and at 
a conyenient height from the floor for a person to look oat throogh 
it ; the osoal situation is at the western end of the soath side of the 
chaneel, but it is sometimes on the north, and is occasionally fonnd 
on both sides. ... In many cases, instead of a small window of this 
description, the large window oyer the place which it wonld occupy 
is elongated, and the additional portion at the bottom is parted off 
by a transom. No example of these windows has been noticed of 
a date prior to the Early English style, and the majority are later, 
though they are found inserted in. Norman churches : the purpose 
for which they were intended is at present unknown, and of those 
which haye been suggested some are impossible, and others yery 
improbable. . . . It is certain they were not intended to admit light. 
... It is evident that the use of these windows was intended to be 
under the control of some person within the building, as no one on 
the outside could open a shutter or casement fixed on the inside of 
a wall, and they were frequently furnished with such." — ^pp. 410, 11, 
Oxford, J. H. Parker, 1845. It has been conjectured that they were 
used for the sight of the high altar, of the Easter light, or of the clergy, 
for the confessional, the opportunity of divine offices for lepers, the 
means of conversing with those outside for anchorites, or recluses, in 
the church, for making offerings by recluses Hving near, for the dis- 
tribution of alms, for passing in the thurible and for ringing the 
sanctus bell ; or not for a single, but for several purposes. 
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a passage from the one to the oAer. The east window 
of this aisle has tracery of an unusual form. The 
window is of three lights, which would require a fullei 
proportion of tracery, but as the roof is low, it is 
arranged accordingly, and has the appearance of being 
depressed so as to be extended laterally instead of 
being carried up in the more usual manner. 

The tower is Perpendicular, with a peal of five bells, 
which have the following inscriptions * : — 

1. '' Peace and good neighbourhood. 

A. R.« 1749." 

2. '^ Eichard Korris, Samuel Howes, churchwardens. 

E. Hemins f fecit, 1732." 

3. " R. Norris, S. Howes, churchwardens. 

E, Hemins fecit^ 1732." 

4. "B. H., 1732. 

Behold our uses are not smaU : 
That God to praise assemblies call." 

5. and tenor bell. << Benedicta . Sit • Sancta • Trinitas. 

Eichard Johnson, John Southam, churchwardens. 
E. Hemins, Sept. 3rd, 1739." 

Little bell. " T. Rudhall, founder, 1788." 

The church has the dedication » of St. Mary : — 



^ The inscriptions were copied by the parish clerk. 

« This is, Abel RudhaU, of Gloucester, 1737—1754. W. 0. LnMs, 
On Church Bells, p. 12, Lond., J. H. Parker, 1857. 

t Edward Hemins was a bell-fomider at ^icester, Ozon., 1729 — 
1737. I6i(i., p. 15. 

r Bacon's Liher Regis , p. 806, Lond. 1786 ; supr», p. 54, 
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" Over the nortii porch S on a white freestoxie, in cap. :-r- 
*MR. H„ 1623. J. B. Oh. Wa, 
'^ ' Ille ego 8am> qui longum metier annum, 

Omnia qui video per quem video omnia mundi^ 
Mundi oculus.' " 

This is an inBcription placed over a sun-dial, a com- 
mon place for which was th^ end wall of the south 
porch. The lines are altered from the following in 
Ovid's Metamorphosis * : — 

^' Ble ego sum, dixit, qui longum metier annum, 
Omnia qui video, per quem videt omnia tellus, 
Mundi oculus." 

Several monuments are mentioned in Dr. Bawlinson's 
" Collections for Oxfordshire^,'* as existing at the time 
of his visit, in Wootton Church, which are subjoined : — 

" ' MS \ 
'' ^JoTLAJsrsiB HiJELBXs, geuerosi, quondam Coll. Ball, in acad. 
Oxon. soeii Yir erat ingenio, prudentia, gravitate morum 
conspicuuB, Uteris ornamentum, Hteratis patronus, quos iniqua 
sorte laborantes et consilio et opibus juvaret. Utilior esse 
studuit quam videri. Musis ^ valedicens, lectissimam d*nam, 
d'nam Janau, de nobiLi familia Sakbysiobum uxorem duxit, 
ex qua numerosam et ingenuam sobolem suscepit : maritus 
semper castus, et charus, pater providus, amicus constans. 



^ Bawl. MS., B. 400, c. f. 309, sqq. * Lib. iv. w. 224-6. 

i For a notioe qI Dr. Bawlinson, who was a bishop among the Non- 
jurors, though during his life he was only known to the world as 
a layman, see Annals of the Bo4leian, by W. D. Macray, F,S.A., 
pp. IQS — 184, Ozf. 1868. The Oxfordshire GoUeotions are men- 
tioned, p. 175. ^ Bawl. MS., B. 400, e. f. 309, sqq. 
It is so on the mpnninent, bat ^* vajoiB ** in the transcript of MS. 
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erga omnes hnmanus, pietatis erga regem, religionis erga 

Bemn integerrimus cultor. Tandem post yitam probe et pie 

transactam p^lde^tis8i^lus rir, dieram sator, fato succubuit. 

,. . ,r •. ( aetatis 66, 

die XI. Mail anno ^ ^ . ^ ^»^ 

( D*" 1676. 

" ' Abi lector, et defimcti virtutes imitare/ 

" On a black marble grave stone in capitals : — 
** ^ Hie jacet Johaitnes Habbis, gen/ 

" On a diamond white marble escocheon underneath in 
cap. : — 

'' ' JoHAiTKES Habbis, fillus natu mazimns Johaih^is Hab- 
Bis, armigeri, de Yetebi Woodstock, magnae spei juYenis^ 
morte immatura correptus, hie sepultus jaciBt. 

/ Julii 4to. 
Anno < aetat. suae 18. 
I Dom. 1681.' 

'< On a white marble diamond escocheon in capitals :-^ 
'''Hie jacet OuLiELinrs Habbis, fil. Joh. Habbis, qui 
obiit 3^ die April. 

( aet. prime 
^^ \ Dom. ' 70.' 

" On a black diamond escocheon in cap. ^ : — 

"M.S. 
"*EiCH. EowLANDsoN, Reotoris de Wootton: obiit 12 
21 Oct. dp D^ 1691.' 

" On the chancell, on a black diamond marble escocheon 
in capitals : — ^ 

• " ' Here lyeth the body of Mrs. Haknah Rowlakdsok, 
wife of Mr. Eichabd Rowlandson, dec'd, late Rector of 



■^~»^«.— — ^^ 



" BawL MS., B. 400, o. I. 309, sqq. 
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"WooTTON, who departed this life the 12 of Aprill 1697, 
aged 68.' 

"Near the north door° on a black marble gravestone in 
cap. : — . 

*' * To the memory of William Bbothestoi^, late of Old 
Woodstock, who dyed July the 13, 1688.' 

" On another black marble gravestone : — 

" * Here lyes the body of William Bbothebtok, Junior, 
of Old Woodstock, who died Becemb' ye 21st, AP D'ni 1702, 
aged 35.' 

"In a white marble monument^ against the east wall, 
adorned with an nm on the top, on each side a festoon of 
flowers, and the bottom four bones crossed over the two 
sculls: — 

" ' M.8. 

" * D0BOTHEA.B Cbisp, uxoris Tho. Cbisp, militis, sororis 
Honorat. Chbist" Vane p, Baro. de Barnard, quae obiit 8vo 
Octob™ 1702: et Tho. Cbisp, filii eorum primogeniti, qui 
obiit 9 Novembris 1701. Hoc tristis mariti, parentis maes- 
tissimi, flebile monumentum posuit Thomas Cbisp, miles, 
adhuc superstes, qui obiit 29™° die JuHi 1714 ^. ' " 

On' a mural monument on the east wall of the 
chancel there is : — 

» Bawl. MS., B. 400, 0. f. 309, sqq. <> Ibid,^ f. 309, sqq. ; 

and f. 384, and dors., oompared with the monument. 

' Christopher Vane, sixth eon of Sir Henry Vane, of Baby Oastle, 
was raised to the peerage as Baron Barnard, of Barnard Castle, 
Durham, July 26th, 1688. Burke's Peerage^ " Cleveland," Lond. 
1866. Sir N. H. Nicolas has, " July 9th, 1699." SynopsU of Peerage 
of Engl,, Yol. i p. 41, Lond. 1825. 

4 Thomas Crisp, Member of Parliament for Woodstock in 1719, 
Hist, of Wbodst,, p. 434, was probably his son, or nephew. 

' These are copied from moniimentB not noticed by Dr. Bawlinson, 
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"Near this place lyeth the body of S' Chaeles Cbisp, 
Baronet, of Domford, in this parish, who departed this life 
the 9th day of July, annoque Domini 1740. 

"In a certain and assured hope of a resurrection from 
the dead. 

" And likewise the body of his lady." 

On a flat stone^ at the east end of the chancel, 
there is : — 

" Here lies the body of Ajtn, the wife of Chables Cbisp, 
Esq., only daughter of 8' Thouas Ckisp, Knight, of Dom- 
ford, in this parish, who departed this life June 2Dd, 1718, 
and 33 of her age." 

On a flat stone^ at the east end of the chancel, 
there is : — 

"In a certain and assured hope of a resurrection irom 
the dead. 

" In memory of Mrs. Maby Cbisp, of Domford, in this 
parish, who died the 14th day of January, 1744. 

" In hopes to rise again. 

" In memory also of Mrs. Ann Cbisp, who died the 4th 
day of January, 1744.'- 

" On a white marble diamond escocheon gravestone ", in 
capitals : — 

" * To the memory of Amphillis Pope, who died May y« 
4% 1682, aged 18.' 

" On a plain gravestone *, in cap. : — 

bemg of a more recent date than his visit. The honse at Domford, 
mentioned in these epitaphs, is stated by the parish clerk to have 
been destroyed abont a hundred years ago. 
> Bawl. MS., B. 400, o. f. a09, sqq. * Ibid. 
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** < Quondam Jokajhcbb Chubch, Ghyrorgos, xluilc cinis 
pulvis, zdbil. 

Ob. Jul. die quarto ( aetatis suae 
Anno Dom. 1712. 1 70.' 
''Fidelium animae per misericordiam Dei requiescant in 
pace.' " 

Only the upper portion of this stone remains. 
On a mural monument on the north wall of the 
aisle is : — 

''Mr. John Gbeooet, late of Hordley, and Eector of 
StonesMd, who died 15 Apr., 1806, aged 39 ^" 

On ^ a flat stone in the chancel there is : — 

** Sub hoc lapide jacet corpus Heneici Beeston, Interioris 
Templi, armigeri, qui claris ortus parentibus a pueritia in 
literarum studio liberaliter eductus, in alma academia Oxon- 
iensi Qraece et Latine apprime doctus in aetate provectiori 
legali et jurisprudentiae operam dedit. Senex jam factus, et 
annum aetatis suae agens Ixxvi. mundo valedicens, in Christo 
Jesu sancte obdormivit, die Julii xvi. anno Domini mdccxliii. 

" Credo J quod Redemptor mens vivit, et in die novissimo 
de terra resurrectione sum et in came mea visurus Deum, 
Salvatorem meum. 

" Vixi in fretu, 
Morior in portu/' 

He may have been the son of Henry Beeston, LL.D. 
who was Warden of New College, a.d. 1679 — 1701. 
On the north wall of the chancel are monuments to 

* The family of Gregory ** remoyed to Cutteslowe, near Oxford, 
but are now extinct." — ^Parish Clerk of Wootton. For some notices 
of members of the fazmly see Hist, of Woodst., pp. 226-8, 317; 
8tj^,f p. 57. ^ This is copied from the stone, which from its 

late date is not noticed by Dr. Bawlinson. J See Job xix. 25. 
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Elizabeth, wife of Rev. W. B. Lee, who died in 1856 ; 
her brother, Alfred Thompson, who died in 1844 ; and 
her sister, Anne Dalzell, who died in 1845. 

There are several stones in the church with the 
names of the families of Sotham, Brotherton, Bolton, 
Smallbones, and others; and a modern brass on the 
south wall of nave which records the bequest of Wil- 
liam Xillingworth Hodges, for the maintenance of the 
tombs of his family ; and another which commemorates 
the gift of the west window, in the tower, by the 
family of Thomhill, of Woodleys, their seat in the 
parish of Wootton. Some other inscriptions are no- 
ticed in " The List of Rectors." 

The church appears to be in a state of substantial 
repair. The interior has been re-arranged ; but the 
alterations were effected some years ago, and are not 
equal to such as would now be deemed to be required, 
and it needs a more complete restoration, by which it 
would be much improved. 

Besides the monumental inscriptions, Dr. Rawlinson's 
"Collections*" also contain several extracts from the 
Eegisters of Wootton, which commence in 1564 ". 
These are : — 

'* 1600, 19. 11. Ob. et sep. 19 Jan. Johannes Taylforde, 
Rector de "Wotton ^. 

"1624. Guil. Todman, one of the Keepers of Woodstock 
Parish, ob. 2 April, et sep. 3. dedit 20". paup». 



■ MS. Bawl., n. s. • P6pulation and Parish RegUten* 

Abstract, p. 257, 1831. ^ In the List of Hectors, Jolm Taylford 

is stated to have died in 1607. See s«pr., p. 81. 
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" 1687. 29 Dec, Guil., fil. Rob. Shepard, de Yet. Wood- 
stock, bapt. 

'* 1718. 20 Jan., Lady Sheppard, ux. Rob. Shepp. mil. et 
fil. Job. Harris, sep. 

" 1691. 21 Dec, Ric Rowlandson, Rector de Wotton, 
sep." 

There are in the same collection, these notices of the 
family of the Lees : — 

'* 1655. Sir Hemy Lee, of Ditcbley, Baronett, and Anne 
Dacers, were married at Ditcbly, by Mr. John Hoffinan, 
Minister of "Wootton, June 4, being Whitsun Monday °. 

"1659. 31 Mar., Hen. Lee, mil. de Ditcbly, sep. ap. 
Spellesbury \ 

"1659. Anne Lee, the daughter of Sir Henry Lee, Ba- 
ronett, lately deceased, was baptized by me at Ditcbly 
Cbapell, July 24, J. Hoffinan, Rector ^. 

" 1659. 24 Julii, Anna, fil. Hen. Lee, Baronett, morb. in 
capella de Ditcbly, Bapt. * 

"1687. Mrs. Ann Elizabeth Lee, the daugbter of Mr. 
Francis Harry Lee, was baptized Sept. 22, 1687, at the Lodge 
in Woodstock Park «, by my selfe. [Richard Rowlandson <^.] 

"1687. 22 Sept., Anna Eliz., fil. Pranc Harry Lee, 
bapt.d" 

The following members of the family of the Fleet- 
woods are in the same MS. : — 

" 1647. 29 l^ov., Gerrard, fil. Guil. Fleetwood, mil., bapt. 
" 1649. 26 Julii, Penelope, fil. Guil. Fleetwood, mil., 
bapt. 

« Extracted from parish register, by the late Bev. W. B. Lee, Rector. 
^ Bawl. MS., B. 400, c. f. 309. « See History of Wood- 

stock, p. 445 ; and for the family of Fleetwood, Index, Ibid, 
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" 1650. 27 Sept., Geo., fil. Guil. Fleetwood, mil., bapt. 
"1651. 8 Nov., Penelope, fil. Guil. Fleetwood, bapt. 
" 1651. 8 l^ov., Gml. fil. Milonis Fleetwood, ann., bapt. 
** 1652. 25 Febr., Harry, fil. Gml. Fleetwood, mil., bapt. 
" 1652. 17 Mar., Milo, fil. MUoiiis Fleetwood, bapt. 
" 1654. 20 Aug., Nathan, fil. Milonis Fleetwood, bapt. 
" 1655. 26 Febr., Doroth., fil. Guil. Fleetwood, bapt. 
'' 1655. 26 Febr., Georgius, fil. Mil. Fleetwood, bapt.'* 

Extracts from Wills. 

The subjoined Extracts from Wills ^ proved g in the 
Diocesan Court, contain notices of benefactions of a 
temporary character, made to the church :— 

''1527. Feb. 4. Thomas Harris, of Wootton. 

" Witness, Sir Wm. Jenkynson, priest, my curate. 

"1530. Oct. 29. William Crosse, of Wootton. 
" Witness, Wm. Jenkynson, priest. 

" 1531. Jan. 14, Eoger Home, of Wootton, bequeaths to 
his Exor. a cow, to the intent that during his life he shall 
give to the church of Wootton xij*. to keep a light before 
the image of Halowenen : also, to the maintenance of our 
lady light in the chancel, two bushels of barley : also, to the 
maintenance of the light before White Mary, xx*. : also, to 
every light in the church, iiij*. : also, he will have a priest 
to pray for him for one year, who shall have for this work 
viijd. : and he further wills, that the said priest shall say 
mass three days in every week, one of the Holy Ghost, 
another of Jesus, and the third of the five wounds of our 
Lord God : also, he gives to the Church of Wootton a chalice, 



' Bodl. MS., Historical Collection for Oxfordshire, vol. vi. f. 280. 
n These are now with other viUs at Doctors* Commons, having 
been removed from Oxford. For the title " Sir," see supr.t p. 68. 
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and unto his ghostly father, Sir William Jenkynson, vj". 

" 1637, Sept. 6th., John Parsons, of Wootton. 
'' Witness, William Jenkynson, priest. 

'^ 1545. Mar. 20. Bobert Simond, of Wootton, bequeaths 
two tapers to stand before the altar of one pound : also to 
St. Katerine's altar, one hanging ; also to the bells, xij^. : 
also, he will haue thirty masses said for his soul. 

" 1546. Mar. 16. Christopher Gregory, of Wootton, be- 
queaths his body to be buried in the church of Wootton, be- 
fore the rood, and to the church of Wootton iij". iiij^ : also, 
he will have at the day of his burial yij masses : and puts 
the residue of his goods not bequeathed, into the hands of 
John Gregory and Eobert Simonds, to bestow for his soul 
every year as far as it will extend." 

Such benefactors would find a perpetual memorial 
in the prayers of the faithful, for in the '^ Bedes on 
the Sonday/' in the "Festival BookV' ^©re is this 
exhortation : — 

'' Ye shal also pray for al them that fynden ony light in 
this Cherche, or geve or byquethe, boke, belle, chalyce, or 
vestement, surplys, autercloth or towayle, londes, rentes, 
lampe or lyght, or any other adooumement, wherby Goddis 
servyse is the better servyd, susteynyd and maynteyned in 
xedyng and syngging." 

^ Liber FestivalU, ed. Caxton, 1483, in H. 0. Coxe, Forms of 
Bidding Prayer ^ p. 33, Oxford, 1840. There is a Biinilar exhortation 
in a " Form of Bidding the Bedes, used in the Diocese of Worcester, 
▲.D. 1349,** p. 12, and in a form from the Manwile sec, wnim Ehora- 
censem, p. 42. 



CHAPTEE VIIL 

ESTATES OF COLLEGES, CHURCH ESTATE, OTHER 

CHARITIES, AND NOTE. 

Estate of Ukiyebsitt College m New Woodstock tboh 
Simon Perbot. — Notice op S. Febbot. — Estate op Baluol 
College in Woodstock akd Woottow. — Extbact fboh 
*' Balliofebgits." — R. Httnsingobe, benefactob. — Letters 
Patents of Edwabd II. — T. Habbope, benepactob. — 
Seacoles Pitbchased. — "The Geoege" ptjbchased. — T. 
Heabne. — Yalob Ecclbsiasticus of Heiitby VIII. — Pobmeb 
Estate of New College. — Estate of Magdalen College. 
— Hospital of St. John Baptist. — Letitia de Saitcet. — 
Alice Ebmlne:. — S. Pebbot. — R. Pj^bbot.— Pedigbee. — 
Wootton Chubch Estate. — Letteb of F. P. Wickham. — 
C. Pebbot's Chabitt. — J, Gbegobt's Chabitt. — Otheb 
Chabities.— Charities debited fbom Wootton. — BIibt- 
UNGTON Chabitt. — Stonesfield Chabitt. — Tesdale's 
Chabitt at Gltmpton. — Note on the Names of the 
Hamlets, and otheb Notices. — ^TJnivebsities Commission. 

Estate of Uniyersitt Colleob. 

TN addition to the estates whicli are noticed in the 

" History of Woodstock*" as being the property of 

certain colleges within the district comprised in it, the 

following is to be mentioned as having been omitted ^. 

• Ch. xxii. p. 392. 

^ The writer is indebted to B. Oastle, Esq., for a notice of the pre- 
mises omitted, as he is to the Bey. G. G. Bradley, Master of Uniyer- 
sity College, for the subsequent information; with which compare 
Wood's HUt. of Coll, and HalUt hy Gutch, p. 50, Ozf. 1786. 

H 



98 Estates of Colleges^ Church Estate^ 8fc. [chap. 

A public-house and premises, called the ^^Blandford 
Arms," situate in the street in New Woodstock in 
which the pig-market is held, which belongs to Univer- 
sity College. It is held on lease by the executors of 
Mary Spenlove, late of the Abbey Brewery, Abingdon. 
This was deyised by Simon Perrot^, who died a.d. 
1584, with one acre of meadow and one acre of land 
at Waterstock. It was charged with the payment of 
8s. 4d, per annum for a sermon to be preached on the 
Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude at St. Peter's-in-the- 
East, where the di>nor was buried,* and also with sun- 
dry other payments to the poor, the churchwardens, 
and the clerk of the parish. The land is gone, the 
sermon has died out, the house remains, and the 
charges are duly paid. But besides this, as the area 
which is comprised in the present ** Supplement " 
takes in Old Woodstock and the rest of the parish 
of Wootton, there is other college property to be 
mentioned <^. 



Estate of Balliol College. 

The estate belonging to Balliol College is of con- 
siderable extent and importance. This is to be de- 
scribed 



« For an acoonnt of S. Ferrot, see infr.f pp. 104-7. 

^ The writer is informed by Mr. A. Faulkner, overseer, that no 
college besides those whioh are here mentioned has an estate in the 
parish. But New College, as has been notioed, has the patronage of 
the Beotory, Mifn*., p. 76. 
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1.* The " Marlborough Arms Hotel '' and premises^ 
n^hich are held on lease by the Duke of Marlborough ; 
but the lease is nearly expired. 

2. A house and butcher's shop and premises, and 
two cottages and garden^ which are let on lease to^ 
and are in the occupation of, Bobert Pratt^ butcher. 

The two properties above mentioned^ being in New 
Woodstock, should have been inserted in the " History 
of Woodstock." 

3. The old manor-house, so called ', and premises in 
Old Woodstock, which are let at rack^-rent. The house 
has the curious chimney, of which there is a woodcut 
in the title-page of the '* History.^' • 

4. A farm-house, which is adjacent to, and is partly 
formed out of the foregoing, also the homestead ad- 
joining, and a farm comprising 214a. 2r. 38p., called 
" Pratt's Farm," extending from the homestead to the 
Domford-road, and from the river Glyme to the park 
wall, near the public-house called the "New Inn,*' 
and near " Blake's Lodge.'' This farm is let at rack- 
rent. 

5. A farm of about 107 acres in Wootton, with 
a farm-house and four cottages. 

Dr. Savage, who was Master of Balliol and Hector of 



• The writer is indebted to B. Gastle, Esq., for the inf onxiation in 
paragraphs 1 — 5. 

' It was formerly named " Prince's Palace.'* See HUt. ofWoodtU, 
?p. 97, 8. 



530852 
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Bladon, describes the property in his " Balliofergus R." 
He observes :— 

" Anno 13 Edward II., which was about the year 1320, 
12 acres of meadow, commonly called 'Bayly-mead,' were 
given by Mr. [Richard] Hnnsingoure to the Master and 
Scholars, to find a chaplain for the celebration of divine 
offices in the chapel of St.Katherine, within the mansion of 
the said Master and Scholars, confirmed by letters patents of 
the said king, to be held of the manor of Wootton, for the 
sum of 15*. per annum. King Edward lY., afterwards un- 
derstanding more rent than this to be exacted by his re- 
ceivers, did, by his letters patents, confirm it upon the old 
rent of \h\ per annum, though our new rebels reassumed 
those old demands. But upon remonstrance made by us of 
the premises, they went not to trial with us. This Bayly- 
mead Mr. Napper^ holds by his wife's life." 

" Sect. 37. Although our land of Tackley, and some of our 
lands at Old Woodstock and Wootton, are anciently belong- 
ing to our college, and confirmed by the letters patents men- 
tioned in the former section, but of whose gift I do not find, 
yet because other of our lands there, and those the greater 
part of all, were bought in King James his reign, I shall 
mention them together in this place. The ancient lands of 
Woodstock and Wootton I find confirmed to us by the same 
King Henry the Eighth, by the name of one messuage and 
one yard land in Old Woodstock, called ' Haynes ;' one other 
messuage and half-yard land in Old Woodstock, called 
' Jewels ;' and one more messuage and half-yard land in' 
Wootton ; and this done by receiving our homage for them : 
but it appears by a survey that Balliol College had two yard 

> 

« Sections 22, p. 34, and 37, p. 82, Ozf. 1668. See BUU of WoodsU, 
for a notioe of Dr. Savage, pp. 300-2. 

^ For the family of Napper, or Napier, see Hist, ,of Woodst., 
pp. 48, 319 ; and supr,, p. 58. 
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lan^s and a-half in Wootton and "Woodstock, which is half-a- 
yard land more than in the homage is mentioned : all which 
and many more seem to have been the lands of Thomas Har- 
row ^, clerk, and passed over by him to divers persons jqintly, 
9 Henry the Eighth, as is recorded in our Eegister by a full 
recital of the deed itself. The other lands of ours in Old 
"Woodstock are the third part of the Certes, now written 
Sartesi, bought of Thomas Ely and Mcholas Lucie for 
£6 6s. 8d., in 11 James, reputed worth £1 13s. 4d. per an- 
num, as amongst other things in the deed is expressed^. 
Seacoles, with other lands, and the rest of the Sartes, bought 
of Hierome Nash^ for £700, being part of the moneys given 
by Peter Blundel. 

" The George, in Woodstock"*, was bought of one Mead, 
13 Charles I., with £100 given us by a benefaction, and £60 
added thereto." 

1535. In the " Valor Eccleaiasticus'^'' of Henry VIII. 
the property of " Bayly,'' or Balliol, College, was de- 
scribed as :— 

**In Olde "Wodstocke, from a farm therein, £ s. d. 

in the Deanery of "Woodstocke . . 3 13 4 

'* At "Wotton, for tenements therein . .15 

£4 18 4." 

* Or Harrope. See HUt. of Woodst., pp. 141, 395. 

J Sartes : ** Essartiuu, a clearance in the forest ; varionsly derived 
from ex-arare^ ex-ercere, ex-sarrire : spelled also assartum." — W. 
Stnbbs, Select Charters, " Glossary," p. 619, Oxf. 1870. 

^ " See Kashe's Surrender, 13 Jac. reg. annoque 1616." — Note. 

1 For family of Nash, see HUt. of Woodst,, p. 166, where Jerome is 
mentioned. 

°* BalliofergtLS, p. 86. On visiting Woodstock, T. Heame, as he 
records, ** stayed abont an hour at the George and refreshed himself," 
June 10th, 1718. Reliquiae Heamiana^, yol. ii. p. 67, Lond. 1869. 

» Vol. ii. p. 269. 
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Former Estate of New College. 

1535. The property « of New College in Old Wood- 
stock, in the parish of Wootton, at the time of the 
yalnation of Henry VIIL, was : — 

'' In the rent of one tenement yearly . . 6s. 8d." 



Estate or Magdalen College. 

Magdalen College has an estate in Wootton, which 
consists of forty-five acres and two cottages p. The 
college has had an interest in the parish from a very 
early period, for certain lands and tenements came 
into possession in the same manner as the estate for- 
merly belonging to the Society in New Woodstock % 
which had been taken over, with other property be- 
longing to the Hospital of St. John Baptist, on the 
iif surrender ^f the master and brethren, a.d. 1457, in 
pursuance of a licence granted by the king in the pre- 
ceding year. The title is brought down by charters, 
which are among the muniments of the college % from 
a.d. 1220, about which year ■ Ralph de Clinton granted 

o Valor Ecclesiastums, vol. ii. p. 257. 

p The writer is indebted for this statement to Mr. A. Faulkner, 
overseer of Wootton. 4 HUt, of Woodst,, p. 396. 

' For a notice of the charters of which he has made the above ab- 
stract, the writer is indebted to the Bey. W. D. Maoray. For an ac- 
coimt of the MSS. of Magdalen College, see Report IF. of Historical 
M88. Commission^ pp. 458—465, Pari. Rep., 1874. 

■ Charters of Wootton and Slape, No. yii. 
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to Lady Letitia de Saucey two yirgates of land in 
Slape, near Wootton^ on the payment of twenty marks 
to himself and three to his wife ; and also ^ two other 
Yirgates of land in Slape^ On July 7^ a.d. 1225, 
"Walter Brewerre* acknowledged the right of the 
above-named Letitia to one hide at Slape^ on the 
payment yearly of threepence; and in the same year, 
being a widow, she granted to the Hospital ^ all her 
land in Slape, subject to the yearly payment of three- 
pence to the chief lord^ appointing that a prayer 
should be said daily for her own soul and the souls 
of her ancestors and heirs, and that there should be 
a yearly obit. 

c. A.D. 1260 — 80". During this period, Alice Ermine, 
daughter of Herycy Ermine, Andrew Brun, her hus- 
band, William de Ennestane, and Richard Wolf, seve- 
rally conveyed their interest in one acre and a-half * of 



* No. y. " The bridge in the hollow, which is crossed 

by the Woodstock and Enstone turnpike road, near the sixty-fifth 
milestone from London, is marked in the Map of the Ordnance Sur- 
vey, *' Slape Bridge," but is commonly pronounced '* Slade." The 
word "slape*' occurs in a charter of the date a.d. 983, in the 
boundaries of certain land at Amcot, near Bicester: '* thet eft on 
Giht to than ealdan slaepe thasr hit er ongan." Chron, Mon, de 
Abingd,, vol. i. p. 371, BoUs* Ser., Lond. 1858. It is defined in 
the " Glossary of Saxon Words," tWd., vol. ii. p. 488, " ♦ Sl8Bp,» 
a break in a hill, called a *8li^' in the north of England." In 
Eennett's Par. Ant,, " Glossary," s. v. sled is : ** Old English, slape, 
a smooth descent." In the Magdalen College Charters it is also 
written ** slepe," and " slipe." 

» No. i. y No. ii. » Nos. ix., ^., xiii. • This land 

was sold for eighteen shillings. 
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arable land, and four acres, and certain tenements, so 
that they finally became the property of the Hospital ; 
and John le Scriveyn bequeathed ^ eight acres of land, 
which he had bought of his brother for forty shillings 
and a yearly rent of one halfpenny ®. 

A.D. 1279. In the "Rolls of the Hundreds ^'' there 
is this notice of property belonging to the Hospital : — 

" The Brethren of the Hospital of St. John in Oxford hold 
sixteen acres of land and one messuage, and render to the 
same John de Lodewell sixpence, and the aboye-mentioned 
brethren were enfeoffed by the scribe of Wootton." 

From this it would seem that John le Scriyeyn, 
besides the devise in his will, also gave land to the 
Hospital in his lifetime. 

A.D. 1535. The estate of the College in this year^ 
at the date of the valuation of Henry YIII., is thus 
described®: — 

" In Nether 'Wootton, the farm of lands therein, 5 shillings. 
" In 'Wootton-with-Slape, the sum of lands and tenements 
therein, 40 shillings." 

A.D. 1582. At a later date, the 25th of Elizabeth, by 
a grant dated December 1, Simon Parret, or Perrot, 
conveyed one acre of land in Wootton, then, or lately, 
in the occupation of John Templar, and formerly 
assigned for the maintenance of lamps and obits in 
Wootton Church, which he had obtained from John 



* No. xii. « No. Ti. «» Vol. ii. p. 866. • Val. Eeeles. 

Henr. VIIL, vol. ii. p. 275, Lond. 1814. 
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Doddington, of London, gentleman', by deed dated 
December 17 of 3 Edward YI., a.d. 1549, to whom it 
was granted by letters patent of December 16 in the 
same year, to hold of the manor of "Est grenewich" 
in free socage. 

Simon Parret died a.d. 1584, and in 1589 his son, 
Robert Parret, of North Leigh, confirmed by his grant 
the land which his father had given in 1582. 

Simon Parret, or Perrot, was descended from Owen 
Perrot, of Pembrokeshire^, being the son of Robert 
Perrot, who held land in New Woodstock \ and elder 
brother of Leonard, whose pedigree is given in the 
" History of Woodstock." He first married Elizabeth 
Love, of Aynhoe, and afterward Aviso White, of 
Winchester, and some additional particulars respect- 
ing hini appear on his monument^, which is thus de- 
scribed :— 

** In St. Peter's Church in-the-East, Oxford, is a fine mural 
brass to the memory of Simon Perrott, containing the follow- 
ing inscription, under the effigies of a man and woman kneel- 
ing at a desk. At bis back are engraven nine boys, and at 
hers ten girls, with the arms of Perrott and Love : — 

** 'Here restith the bodies of Simon Parret, Oentilman : 
Master of Arte : late ^ellowe of Magdalen College : and 
twise procter of the Universitie of Oxford : and EHzabeth his 
wife : doughter of Edward Love, of Aenohe, in the Countie of 
Northhampton, Esquier, which Simon departed this worlde the 
24 : day of Septb' in the yere of oure Lorde God, mccccc 84 : 

' See 8upr., p. 75. > See the Pedigree, Hist, of Woodst,, p. 149. 
^ Ibid,, pp. 147-9. * Visitations of Oxford,, for Horl. Soc, 

p. 129, Lond. 1871. 
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and in the yere of his age 71 :' " and Elizabeth departed De- 
cember 24, 1572, and in the year of her age 42. 

His son's monument^ is in North Leigh Church, 
where : — 

'^ Against the north wall of the chancel are the proportions 
of a man and woman kneeling, having between them a desk ; 
tinder is this inscription : — 

" 'Here lyeth Eobert Perrot, of North Leigh, Oent., who 
married Mary, daughter of Oliyer Wethington^, Gent., Doctor 
of Physick, by whom he had iiii sons and iiii daughters. 
And as he lived yertuously with credit, so with assured faith 
in Ghriste departed the zxiiii June, mdcY. 

** *' To whose memorie his loving wife, in testimony of her 
love, in dolefull duty, erected this monument.' " 



i ViHtatioTU of Oxford,, for HarL Soo., p. 129, Lend. 1871. 

^ Wood (Fast. Ox<m.j yol. i. o. 730, ed. 1691), has: "aj>. 1568. 
Boot, of Pbys., Mar. 9, Oliver Wythingdon, of Brasenose Coll., now 
or soon after, Dean of Battell, in Sussex. He died in 1590, and was 
buried in the Church of S. Peter-in-the-East, in Oxon.*' He had been 
Senior Proctor in 1561, (Hist, and Ant. of Coll. and Halls, by Gntch, 
App., p. 99, Oxf. 1790). **Aj>. 1581. Jnl. 13, in the absence of the 
Vice-Chancellor, Oliyer Wythington, Doctor of Physic, sometime of 
Brasenose Coll., now Dean of Battel, in Sussex, supplied his place,*' 
{Ibid., p. 107 ; cl Fast. 0x0%,, n. s., o. 750). There is a difficult in 
reconciling the acconnt of Oliver Wythington, with an inscription on 
the tomb of John Wythine, in Battle Church, described as Dean of 
Battle for 42 years, and Vice-Chancellor of Oxford, aj>. 1615. See 
Handbook for Hastings, St. Leonardos, and the Neighbourhood, by M. 
M. Howard, p. 157, and note. Hast. 1864. Wood seems to have 
oonfnsed Oliyer Wythington with John Wythine, and the writer of 
the epitaph to have supposed that John Wythine, was the Wything- 
ton, who once acted as pro-Vice-ChanceUor, but only for a part of the 
meeting. (CoU, and Halls, u. s. p. 107.) Battle is not in his will, 
A.D. 1591. 
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A sketch of his pedigree is ^ : — 



*( Symon Parrot, == Elizabeth Lore^ 
Bobert, ^ I/Lkxj Wythington. 



Susanna, Anne, = Wm. Poole, Edward, = Elisabeth Mary, == John Bancks, 

Stone- of Abing- 



3rd dr. of Gloa- of North 

unm. c ester, Leigh, 

1634. clerk. 1634. 



house, dr. don. 

of Sir W. 

S.,ofBad^ 

ley. 



Bobert. 8 daughters. 4 sons.*' 



The Church Estate. 



There is an estate belonging to Wootton Church 
which is partly in the parish of Wootton, and partly in 
that of Steeple Aston. It has not been possible to 
obtain any satisfactory account of the estate, its de- 
scent, and the manner in which it was acquired. The 
description in the Report of the Charity Commis- 
sioners "^ is : — 

" There are in the parish of Wootton the following pre- 
mises, supposed to have been given for the repairs of the 
Church, and called the Church Lands : — 

'^ ' A house, with outbuildings, and an allotment contain- 
ing about forty acres, set out upon an inclosure, in lieu of the 
lands which lay before in the open field. These premises 
are let to William Southam, as yearly tenant, at £40 per 
annum, which is a fair rent. Also, six or seyen houses, called 
the Church Houses, let to the overseers of the poor at dif- 
ferent rents, amounting in the whole to £11 per annum, and 

1 VisitatUms of Oxford., for HarL Soc, p. 245, Lond. 1871. 
■ Twelfth RepoH, p. 366. 
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some land in the Tillage, which has lately been divided into 
six or seven gardens, which are also let to the overseers of 
the poor at 5s. each. These seem to be fair rents. The in- 
come arising from these premises has always been carried to 
the churchwardens' account, for the repair of the church.' " 

The following letter, which the Rector of Wootton 
has obligingly written, supplies a general statement of 
its present estimated extent and value, which is above 
the statement of the year 1823 : — 

" Oct, 9, 1874. 

'' I am afraid the information I am able to obtain about 
the Church estate at Wootton is very small. 

"It consists of 51 acres, rented by William Duffield for 
14 years, at £93 5b. 3d. per ann. ; also of cottage property in 
"Wootton, bringing in a yearly rental of £24 15s. ; and of 
money invested, which produces £10 2s. per ann. 

" The trustees are rector, churchwardens and overseers. 

" I can give no farther information about its origin but 
this, that it was apportioned to the Church at the time of 
the Enclosure [in 1770]. All documents are lost, but one of 
the parishioners thinks that they might be found at Chipping 
I^orton, because money was borrowed there to complete the 
enclosure. *'F. P. Wickham." 

By a map, made on the inclosure of the parish of 
Steeple Aston, it appears that, upon the inclosure in 
1769, 2 roods and 9 poles were awarded to John Banks, 
Kector of Wootton, and others, as trustees of the 
Wootton Church Estate \ This land adjoins the allot- 

^ The writer is indebted to W. Wing, Esq., for this information, 
and for the use of the map mentioned above. See supr,, pp. 55-7. 
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ment in the same parish made at the same time to the 
Rector of Wootton, consisting of 2 acres 1 rood and 
1 pole ; but a portion of these was subsequently taken 
by the Oxford Canal Company, about the year 1780, 
who pay an annual rent in compensation ^. 



Perrot's and other Charities. 

Charles PerrotP, of Saham-Tony, in the county of 
ITorfolk, ^by will dated April 26, 1785, bequeathed 
£2,300 India annuities to trustees, to apply the divi- 
dends to the maintenance of a schoolmaster. The sum 
had increased by investments to £2,711 9s. Id. in 
1823. Various changes have taken place in the ad- 
ministration of this charity, John Gregory, by will 
dated October 25^ 1754, bequeathed his estate in Tack- 
ley, Wootton, and Hordley, or elsewhere, . to certain 
persons, with several limitations over, directing that 
the owners for the time being should pay to the poor 
of Wootton 10s. every Easter Tuesday, and every third 
Holy Thursday 10s., severally to the poor of Wootton 
and Tackley. For some years previously to 1809 the 
payment had been refused, and in this year the estate 
was sold to the Duke of Marlborough. The bequest, 
it is observed, was void under statute of 9 Geo. II., so 
far as the land was charged. '' Burborough's house. 



}f 



^ See Wing's Antiq. and HUt. of Steeple AstoUi Append., p. 64. 
Deddington, 1845. p Twelfth Report, p. 353. 
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and several others^ called ''parish houses/' in the 
hands of the overseers^ and some small sums in money, 
are also mentioned. 

Certain parishes have charitable bequests derived 
from lands in the parish of Wootton. 



KiRTLINGTON ChARITY. 

Two houses ^ in Woodstock, occupied respectively in 
1823 by Knibbs, a saddler, and Bennett, a painter, 
were held in trust for a charity in Kirtlington by the 
Duke of Marlborough, on a repairing lease for seventy 
years, dating from Michaelmas, 1766. This would 
have expired since the Report of the Commissioners in 
1836. The premises were of the annual value of £4 4s., 
which sum was applied, at the date of the Beport, to 
the School. 

Stonbspibld Charity. 

Thomas Bnrborough, of Stonesfield^ by will dated 
April 19, 1809, devised a parcel of land in Wootton, 
containing 8 acres, or thereabouts, to Thomas Austin, 
and after his death to George Austin and his heirs, 
charging it with the yearly sum of £2 10s., to be paid 
for the use of the poor to the rector and churchwardens 
of Stonesfield. 

^ Twelfth Report, p. 306. ' Ibid., p. 345. 
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Tesdalb's Chakity. 

The sum of 68. 8d. is paid yearly ■ by the tenant of the 
Ludwell farm, in the parish of Wootton, the property 
of Sir Henry Dashwood, to the parish of Glympton. 
This is supposed to have been derived from Maud, 
widow of Thomas Tesdale, who died a.d. 1616, and 
who, '^as is stated on her monument in Glympton 
Church," was a benefactor to the parish. 



Note on thb Names of the Hami^ets. 

The names of the hamlets * of Wootton, which have 
been so often mentioned in the preceding pages, may 
be thus explained. 

Domford, or Derneford'^, signifies the secret ^ or 
hidden ford. This, it may be stated, is known to the 
writer to be the opinion of so high an authority as 
Dr. Guest. But " the Dome " is inserted in the Map 
of the Ordnance Survey as the name of the stream 
upon which the present Domford Farm is situated; 
and it is to be supposed, as the name is not otherwise 



■ Twelfth Reportf p. 839. * See more partionlarly 

ftipr., pp. 53-4. ■ Supr., p. 54 ; RotU Hwidr,, vol. ii. p. 865. 

z In the boundaries of Ufi^gton, in a oharter of a.d. 914 — ^21, 
oceors : " Of tham risobedde to tham dyme stane. Of tham dyme 
stane to tham risothyfele." — Chron. Hon. de Abingd.^ voL i. p. 71, 
Lond. Bolls* Ser. 1858. In the *' Glossary of Saxon Words/* vol. ii. 
p. 480, there is, ** Dym-stane, the seolnded, or secret stone.*' 
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known to belong to the stream, that it was borrowed 
from the farm, as if it meant originally the place of 
a ford over the Dome y. 

Hordley denotes ' the land of the storehouse, or cat- 
tle-shed. 

Woodleys implies^ "an open space in a wood.^ 



>i 



7 The following pedigree (see Burke's Landed Gentry), will illiis- 
trate the notice of Pomford, supr., p. 55 : — 



James Huxley, = . . . 
of Domford. | 



Sir Nicholas Pelham, =Jane. 
of Cottisfield, Sussex, 
d. 1739. 

Thomas, = Elisabeth Pelham. 

M.P. for 

Lewes. 



izaoeth, = 



Eliza 



Robert Cressett. 



I 



Edward, = Frances Pelham. 
Bp. of 
Llandaff, 
d. 175«. 



t I 

Henry Pelham-Cressett, = Jane Frances. 

I Hard- 
I inge. 



I 
Elizabeth, 
d. unm. 
1792. 



I 
John, 
M.P., d. 
unm. 1838. 



I 



■| 



Frances, = George Augustus Anne, = Thomas Papillon, 

Thursby, d. 1886. d. 1839. of Acrise, Kent, ft 

Crowhurst, Sussex, 
d. 1838. 



Thomas, 
b. 1803. 



Mary Elizabeth. 



I 



Henry Thursby-Pelham, = Mary Elizabetii Papillon. 
b. 1801. I 



I 
George, 
d. 1846. 



Walter, 
b. 1830. 



5 other sons. 



I 
1 daughter. 



The following notice of the family of Crispe may be added : — Sir 
Nicholas Crispe, Enight, of Hammersmith, an eminent royalist, was 
created a baronet in 1665. For his portrait and some notices, see 
Lysons' Env. of Lond,, vol. ii. p. 409, Lond. 1795. The title had be- 
come extinct before the pablication of T. Wotton's English Baronet- 
age , Lond. 1741. 

* F. Edmnnds, Traces of History in the Names of Places, p. 194. 
. Lond. 1869. It is Hordeleye, in Bott, Hundr, , yoL u. p. 850. 

• Is. Taylor, Words and Places, p. 121, Lond. 1865. At p. 360, he 
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Littleworth is ^ a small inclosure. 
Ludwell means ° the people's well. 
The name of Slape has been already mentioned ^, 
as also that of Wootton ® itself, and of Woodstock ^. 



Universities Commission. 

The following table, compiled from the Report of 
the Universities Commissioners g, will illustrate the 
statements made in the " History of Woodstock," and 
the "Supplement," as to the property of Colleges 
vithin the district : — 



observes : " The leys were the open forest glades where the cattle 
love to lie." 

b Is. Taylor remarks : " Worth, denotes a place warded, or pro- 
tected. It was probably an inclosed homestead for the chnrls, snb- 
ordinate to the tun." — U. s., pp. 121, 486. 

^ F. Edmunds, n. s., p. 213. It is LodweUe, and Lodewelle, Eott, 
Hundr.f n. s., p. 876. ** Supr., p. 66. 

« Hist, of WoodsLf p. 16; supr., p. 50. Compare F. Edmunds, 
u. 8., p. 91 : ** Such words as * Wood-field and Woot-ton' (wood town) 
shew the cleared spots in which the settler dug a ditch, and threw up 
a mound around his dwelling.'* For the Enis, the ancient name of 
the Glyme, at the confluence of which stream with the so-called 
Dome the village of Wootton is situated, see Hist, of Woodst., p. 2. 
The bridge near is a public bridge, known as Milford Bridge, List of 
Public Bridges, u. s. Compare supr., p. 54, where note q should be- 
long to Domford, and not to Wotton Ford. 

' Hist, of Woodst,, pp. 16, 438. Compare Is. Taylor, Words and 
Places, TLB., p. 121: ** Stoke, another common suffix, is a place 
stockskded, surrounded with stocks, or piles." 

fi^ Pari. Bep, 1874, in three volumes. The table is compiled from 
vol. ii. 
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College. 



Place. 



Desoriptioii. 



Tenant or 
Lestoe. 



[chap. vin. 

Report. 



Unirersitj 
College . . 

BaUiol Col- 
lege . . . 



Merton Col- 
lege . . . 

New College. 



Woodstock^. 



»i • 

• II • 

• II • 

II • 
Wootton. 

• II • 

Bladon. 

Woodstock. 

• II • 
Wootton. 

AdTowson 
ofBectory. 



Magdalen Col- 
lege . . . 



Wootton. 



"BlandfordArms." 

212 A. K. 38 p.i 

** Marlborough Arms.** 

House and Garden. 

House. 
107 a. Ob. Op. 
Cottage^. 

170 a. Ok. 16 p. 

Tenement. 

■ ••}}•.• 

6 a. 3b. 6p. 

It adjoinnthe Bectory. 

Glebe : 

6 Cottages. 

57 A. 2 B. 9 p. 

93 a. Ob. 19 p. 

419 a. 0b. Of. 

Commuted Tithes Bent 

Charge, £259 lOs. 6d. 

146a. Ob. Ip.i 



J. B. Morland. 

Haynes. 

Du. of M. 

Exors. of 

Pratt. 

Haynes. 

Harris. 

Bishop. 

Graham and 

Whateley. 

Morrell. 

Godfrey. 

Bector. 



F.P.Wickham. 

JB885 68. 7d, 

net value. 



vol. 11. p. 178. 

„ p. 206. 
„ p. 208. 



,, p. 209. 

„ p. 206. 

'„ p. 209. 

,, p. 238. 

„ p. 362. 

yi p. 364. 

11 p. 438. 



Sotham. 



„ p. 538. 



^ The Report does not specify New Woodstock. But the " Bland- 
ford Arms,** and " Marlborongh Arms," and Pratt's house, are within 
its limits. See supr.t pp. 97-9. 

^ The larger estates have houses attached. 

k It is " Woolton,** Rep., p. 209. But it should be " Wootton.** 

^ The difference between the quantity here and at p. 85 may be ex- 
plained by this, that the leasehold tenures would be entered in the 
rate-book, under the names of the lessees, not of the college. 
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA IN " HISTORY 

OF WOODSTOCK." 

P. 16, note a, /or " Lansd.," cor, "Harl/* 

P. 101, 1. 2, del, *' [ ? Brize]." " IS'orton Brain was the 
demesne of JohD, Lord Level, in the reign of King Henry 
V^r—Magn, Brit, Oxfordsh., p. 418, Lend. 1720. " Nor- 
ton' Brun," occurs in Rott, Hundr,, vol. ii. p. 693, col. i. 

P. 307, 1. 22, /or "Isham," cor, "Saham." 

P. 372, 1. 1,/or '' 1557," cor, " 1547." 

INDEX I. 

P. 456, 1. 22, add '' Crisp, Crispe, T., 434." 
P. 458, 1. 8,/or '* 67, 68," cor, '' 97, 98." 
P. 460, ** Harrope, ^," add ** 395." ^ 

P. 462, 1. 33, add ** Margaret of Fr., Qu. of Edward I., 
p. 94." 

P. 463, 1. 17, after ** 52/' add '' J." 

P. 465, U. 44, bjor "31, 32," cor, "51, 52." 

P. 467, 1. 21, /or "158," cor. "138." 

P. 467, 1. 20, add " Whetton, Whitton, B.,208." 

INDEX n. 
P. 469, after " Bicester," add " 166." 



NOTICES. 

** Mb. Mabshall has collected information from every source with- 
in his reach. Weonght to add, that there are several lithographs from 
rare prints of the old Manor-house and park." — The Academy. 

" We have said enough, perhaps, to shew that the history of Wood- 
stock is full of interest. It only remains for us to add, that it is told 
in an interesting way by Mr. Marshall. His book is a composite 
book, but it is well put together. His materials have been gathered 
from various sources, and he has so arranged them as to make an 
attractive story of the history of Woodstock Manor and its environs." 
— The Athenceum. 

*' In our limited space we can only record the gratification we have 
experienced in studying Mr. Marshall's contribution, not merely to 
Oxfordshire history, but also to the history of England." — Notes and 
Queries. 

" Mr. Marshall has the rare and precious gift of being able to tell 
history from legend, and to see what is the force of an argument. 
And he rises, too, above the temptation of swallowing everything 
which seems to do honour to the place about which he is writing, and 
to make out Woodstock older or more famous than it has any right to 
be made oui."-^The Saturday Review. 

" Admirable as a Guide-book to the Manor-house of Old Woodstock, 
this volume will prove of true interest to the student of history and 
the antiquarian, especially if Oxford men themselves." — The Evening 
Standard. 



By the same Author. 

Post 8vo., cloth, price 3s. each. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE PAEISH OF SAi^DFORD 

ST. MARTIN, in the Deanery of Woodstock, Oxon. 1866. 

AN ACCOUNT OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CHUECH 
ENSTONB, Oxon. 1868. 

Post 8vo., cloth, price 128. 
THE EARLY HISTORY OF WOODSTOCK MAN^Oi., 

and its Environs, in Bladon, Hensington, New Woodstock, Bleu 
helm ; with Later Notices. 

Oxford and London : James Pabkeb and Co. 
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